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Message From the Principal

Team Rushden - United we stand, divided we fall
Dear Parent / Carer
Thank you to Year 9 parents/carers for attending this
week’s options evening, you should have received links to
the electronic resources and there is further information
available on the website. Remember that the deadline to
complete the ‘SIMs Options’ online is Friday 18th March.
Some have already been submitted but if you are having IT issues we can
always provide paper versions.
To coincide with ‘International Women’s Day’ which was 8th March we
held a ‘Women into Leadership’ event which encouraged girls to think
about goals and ambitions. We are looking forward to celebrating
‘International Men’s Day’ which will be on 19th November to support our
boys to aspire, explore and succeed.
Next Friday 18th March, we will hold a mufti day and all donations will be
split between Comic Relief and the Ukraine Humanitarian appeal. We are
certainly living in a very testing time and our hearts go out to those who
are suffering. Please look after yourselves and if there is anything we can
do to support please contact the school.

Please note: there is some help for families who may be struggling to pay
fuel bills and on a prepaid meter - you can access some help through a
Food bank connected with the Trussell Trust. Please click this link for
further details:
https://www.fuelbankfoundation.org/individuals/
Whilst at the food bank you can complete a form to access a fuel voucher
which will last for 2 weeks. The fuel bank website also discusses warm
home allowance from the government and other ways to help and support.
Our website is always being updated, hopefully you find the information
very useful. Recently the Ethos Team updated their section in ‘Pastoral
Care’. Amazing to see 7740 student engagements, 272 mentoring
sessions, 168 intervention groups and 773 family support interventions.
We are so lucky to have their support and see them making such a
difference on a daily basis!
If you want to know what your children are learning please take a look on
the website in the ‘Curriculum’ section; all subjects have shared what is
being taught and when. Finally the ‘Sixth Form’ area has placed some
excellent pieces of artwork in the gallery which are certainly worth a look.
We have such talent!
We hope that you enjoy reading this week’s newsletter.
Mrs J Burton
Principal

Reminder
Can we politely remind Parents when dropping off or collecting your child from the school car
park, please keep the disabled parking bay clear.
Thank you

Check Your Contact Details are Correct
Please ensure the contact details Rushden Academy has for you are correct. You can do this
via SIMS Parent Online or via the SIMS Parent App. If you have not received an invitation to
login, please contact main reception.
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Stay Connected Newsletter
Have a look at the March Stay Connected Newsletter to see what is happening in our area.
https://www.nctrust.co.uk/help-and-protection-for-children/protecting-children-information-for-parents/
Documents/Stay%20Connected%20Newsletter%20NCT%20March%202022%20Final.pdf
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5 Tips to Talk to Your Child About War
To help parents, family and care-givers navigate the overwhelming task of responding to
children's fears and worries, Ane Lemche, a psychologist and child counsellor at Save the
Children, has shared five tips on how to speak to children about war:
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Tips to Talk to Your Child About War
Further resources you may find useful when talking to your child about war can be found
below.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/13865002
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/60073636
https://www.savethechildren.org/us/charity-stories/how-to-explain-conflict-ukraine-to-children
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2022/02/25/help-for-teachers-and-families-to-talk-to-pupilsabout-russias-invasion-of-ukraine-and-how-to-help-them-avoid-misinformation/

Creative Education are running a webinar with more support on how to talk to your child about
war. Use the link below to register if you are interested in attending.
Title: Talking about War and Conflict with Your Child
Date: Monday 28th of March at 4 pm UK time.
How to book: Register here to attend
https://www.creativeeducation.co.uk/courses/talking-about-war-and-conflict-with-your-child/
About: This webinar hopes to help parents/carers and those in education to consider different
ways to talk to their children about conflict, war and disasters. We will consider:
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•

How to ask questions and noticing

•

How to support with fact-checking

•

Providing consistency in a world of uncertainty

•

Supporting emotional well-being

Beat The Street
Visit new places, have fun and win prizes!
Individuals, schools, families, workplaces and community groups can all join in.
Playing the game is easy
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•

Register your fob/find a local point to collect one at beatthestreet.me/wellingborough

•

Explore your local area, finding Beat Boxes using the map

•

Hover your fob at the contactless Beat Box until it beeps and flashes

•

Visit 2 Beat Boxes within an hour and collect 10 points for each Beat Box – this is 20
points for the journey

•

Carry on your journey. Score 10 points for each extra Box you visit

World Book Day - Book Review Winner
After looking through the many book reviews that entered the competition to win a £10
Amazon voucher - we are pleased to announce the winner is Amelia M from 8CW. Her book
review was fantastic - her write up is below:
Dork Diaries: Pop Star by Rachel Renee Russell
This is my favourite book ever. I would definitely recommend this. It is very easy to read and
really is like you are reading a 14 year olds diary! It has lots of doodles and pictures which
makes it look like a diary too. It never gets boring and you get into the story straightaway.
Some books are like the characters have perfect lives but Nikki (the main character) is far
from perfect and the book shows that everyone makes mistakes and that not everyone is
perfect. Sometimes people need to be reminded of that. Overall I personally think it's a really
good book for anyone who is looking for a book that is fun, relatable and in the style of a
diary.
Well Done Amelia!!

Tuck Shop Update
Also this week the Library Ambassadors ran a tuck shop for both break & lunch on
Wednesday and Thursday. This proved to be extremely popular! This was to raise funds for
the library to replace some of the books that have been lost or damaged since September.
We were very lucky to have had lots of donations of chocolates, sweets and crisps - thank
you to all of you that donated. Once we have tallied up the profits we will share this with you
all in next week's newsletter.
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Intermediate Maths Challenge
The national Intermediate Maths Challenge put on by the UK Mathematics Trust was done on
the 3rd of February and twenty five of Rushden Academy’s brightest mathematicians from
years 9 and 10 took part. The long awaited results are in with our students making us very
proud again.


Roy in year 9 and Matilda in year 10 had the top scores to go along with their gold awards
for the challenge.



Silver award winners were Cian and Kara in year 9 and Charlotte in year 10.



Bronze award winners in year 10 were Isobel, Charlie, Lucy and Aaron. Bronze award
winners in year 9 were James, Esme, and Evie.



A special congratulations to Matilda who has qualified for the Pink Kangaroo Challenge
and to Cian, Roy, and Kara who qualified for the Grey Kangaroo Challenge.

A very well done and thanks to all students who participated!
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Upcoming Dodgeball Competition
Sports Councils 1st event
The Sports Council have been busy
organising and preparing for their first
event. Next week from Monday to Friday
they will be setting up, leading and
working as a team to deliver our first
inter-form competition.
Year 8 Sports council members will start
the week off leading the Year 7
Dodgeball competition on Monday.

Tuesday Year 7 Sports council members will lead the Year 8 Competition.
Wednesday Year 10 members will lead the Year 9 competition.
Thursday Year 9 members will lead the Year 10 competition.
Friday will finish off with the Year 11 competition lead by a combination of all year group
Sports council members.
We wish them all the best on their first event and look forward to many more in the future.
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PE Fixtures
Netball for last week - by Natalie C Year 9
On the 2nd of March, Year 7 played at home against Huxlow in a Netball Match, which had to
be played inside due to the weather. Even though they lost 6-2, everyone tried their best. It
was nice to see how everyone supported each other during the game and they were
respectful to the other team. You could tell they were nervous at first, but they settled into the
game quickly. They were exhausted after the game, which was a good thing because it shows
they put their all into it.
Year 8 also played Huxlow at home and they lost 11-2. They had to adapt quickly because
the Huxlow team were on it as soon as they stepped onto the court. When there were loose
balls, Rushden would snatch it in order to keep possession. They were very energetic but
unfortunately were overpowered by the Huxlow team. Everyone tried their best and the game
was end to end stuff - it was very exciting to watch. The Year 7’s watching were supporting
them as they played.
Netball this week
This week the Year 7s and 8s played against Manor and Sir Christopher Hatton School over
at Manor.
Both teams once again played excellently and we were so proud of their performance as well
as their attitudes and sportsmanship. Both teams only lost by 1 goal in one of their matches
and 2 goals in their other match so both matches for both year groups were extremely close!
There was some great play on both teams and the teachers from other schools even
commented on some of our individuals outstanding play.
We got back out on court on Wednesday night to practice for our fixtures again next week and
the shooters were looking good in practice so hopefully we can get our first wins next week
against Wollaston and Wrenn.
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GCSE Art Outstanding Student News
We would like to congratulate Jorja for completing her photography coursework to a very high
standard. Here are some examples of her brilliant work where she has experimented with
double exposure, portraiture and architecture….
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Performing Arts at Update
Drama
Our Year 11 BTEC Performing Arts students have been busy preparing for their upcoming
component three exam. Students are preparing a devised performance following the brief of
'better together', we can't wait to see of their ideas and rehearsals materialise into a
performance. Good Luck Y11!
Dance
Year 7 dancers have been jumping, sliding, spinning, crawling their way through lessons this
week completing a top secret mission. Move over 007 Year 7 dancers are ready to show off
their super slick moves. Students have been putting together a series of movements involving
action, space and dynamics to make sure they complete their mission.
Music
Year 7 have been extremely creative in the way they have approached the rap project. They
are using a template to extract and re-use some rhymes from Eminem's 'Lose Yourself' and
then using a random noun generator from google are creating 2 sets of 4 bar sequences to
build up sets of rhyming couplets to create a rap. The draft performances have been great
using a drum loop from YouTube and are starting to truly reflect the genre!
Performing Arts Career of the week: Event Organiser
Event planning, design and production within time limits. Working with clients to identify their
needs and ensure customer satisfaction. Organising facilities and details such as decor,
catering, entertainment, transportation, location, invitee list, special guests, equipment,
promotional material etc.
Average Salary: £27,551
Our Year 8 & 10 Dancers
are off to Move It: The
World's biggest and best
dance event, celebrating all
forms of dance and the
performing arts.

For any students that are interested in taking up instrument lessons this term - please
get in touch with Mrs Ede! We currently offer string, piano, guitar, drum and singing
lessons but if you are interested in other instrument please let us know and we will try
and source the provision!
j.ede@rushden-academy.net
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Performing Arts Update Continued...
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Legally Blonde Update
Its all forces skipping in rehearsals this
week, Miss Pilgrim whipped the cast into
shape, with rehearsals starting for our big
skipping number.
Georgia in Year 12 was making sure her
inner Brooke shone out in rehearsals this
week. We also had our cast and chorus
headshots and group shots, it was a sea
of pink at rehearsals and we can't wait for
our casts hard work to be shown off in
July!
Catch a glimpse of Legally Blonde at our Spring Showcase next Thursday 17th March!

KS3 Musical Update
Tickets are flying out of student reception for our first ever
KS3 Musical. Set has been made, musical numbers have
been finalised and our cast are working extremely hard
before they take the stage in three weeks time!

Tickets on sale Now!!! £5 from Student Reception

Important dates this term!
Thursday 17th March - Spring Showcase
Tues 29th & Wed 30th March - Matilda
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A Sneak Peak into Legally Blonde Rehearsals
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Are you looking for a career change? Are you interested in
training to teach?
Rushden Academy has a proven track
record in successfully supporting trainee
teachers on programmes leading to QTS.
Many of our staff, past and present, have
been trained at the school and an even
larger number have completed main
placements and second placements here
before securing teaching jobs elsewhere.
As a school with a strong and successful
record for training new teachers to the profession, Rushden Academy works closely with
School Centered Initial Teacher Training (SCITT) providers to provide fully supported and
mentored school placements on a variety of routes.
If you are interested in a new career or are looking for more information about routes into
teaching, then please contact Gail Brainwood, Director for Learning on 01933 350391 or by
email: g.brainwood@rushden-academy.net

Are You Eligible for Free School Meals?
If you are in receipt of any of the following, your child may be eligible for free school meals.

•

Income Support

•

Income based Job Seekers Allowance

•

Income related Employment and Support Allowance

•

Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

•

Child Tax Credit, with no element of Working Tax Credit, and a household income below
£16,190 (as assessed by HM Revenue and Customs)

•

Guarantee Element of State Pension Credit

•

Universal Credit - income dependant

You can check your eligibility and apply for free school meals through Northampton County
Council by clicking here.
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Stars of the Week
Congratulations to the following students for achieving star of the week.
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Stars of the Week
Congratulations to the following students for achieving star of the week.
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Stars of the Week
Congratulations to the following students for achieving star of the week.
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KS4 Provisional Summer Exam Timetable
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KS5 Provisional Summer Exam Timetable

Continues on the next page...
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KS5 Provisional Summer Exam Timetable Continued...
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How to Access Go4Schools
Go4Schools is the online system that Rushden Academy uses to track student attendance,
student progress and assign homework tasks.
Students and parents can access this at home to keep up to date, by checking timetables and
homework deadlines. Student progress reports will be published through Go4Schools 3 times
a year.
Please follow the instructions below to access Go4Schools.
Student access to Go4Schools


Go to the Go4Schools student access page (on the
top right of the Go4Schools home page)



Type in your school email address in the first time
user box (your computer login in followed by
@rushden-academy.net)



This will send you an email link with your password



Login with your new password

Parental access to Go4Schools


Go to the Go4Schools parent access page



Enter your email address (the one Rushden Academy contacts you on) to the first time
user box



This will send you an email link with your password



Login with your new password

If you haven’t received an email in 5 minutes, please double check you have your email typed
in correctly and ask them to send the password again. If you have any problems accessing
Go4Schools do not hesitate to contact the academy.
Mr P Bocking
Assistant Principal
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