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Message From the Principal

Team Rushden - United we stand, divided we fall
Good afternoon
We had an excellent assembly this week delivered virtually
by our Designated Safeguarding Lead, Mrs Smith. The
assembly
covered
healthy
relationships,
sexual
harassment and sexting. It contained highly important
information, guidance and support. These are always
sensitive issues to cover, but of huge importance to ensure our
youngsters understand the consequences of their actions and also to help
them make good informed decisions. Yesterday we had a further
Learning for Life day, further covering some challenging statutory topics
around healthy relationships. There was certainly a lot of food for thought.
It’s good to hear that since returning to school achievement points have
skyrocketed with 58,951 being awarded so far. Well done team, please
continue to collect. It will be good to get back to normal and start up the
reward trip programme. In fact, to reignite the full personal programme will
be very exciting. I have really missed the Creative Arts performances, the
sports events, the trips, the visits and the myriad of competitions.
Year 11 exams are going well, they certainly have been excellent
ambassadors and great role models for the rest of the school. With only 3
weeks left, we have a lot of work to do to ensure we have enough robust
evidence. As a reminder year 11 pupils will have virtual work to dip into
post half term break and they will need to be on-call should they be
required to attend school in person.
So as we start to plan for year 11 and year 13 leaving, we begin the
process of welcoming year 6 and their parents to the team. We start to
transition year 9 into their important GCSE years and all the other year
groups up a year. Time does seem to be racing by, so try to take a
moment to appreciate today and remember how far we have come
through this pandemic.
Thank you for reading the newsletter and we wish you a peaceful
weekend.
Mrs J Burton
Principal

Year 11 May Assessment Timetable
You will only sit one of the two timetabled assessments during sessions 1 and 2. We will let
you know which one closer to the time.
If you do not take the subject in any of the sessions you will go to normal lessons.

Monday 10th May

Session 1

Session 2

Session 3

Session 4

9am

10.15am

12pm

2pm

Sport

French Writing

English Literature English Literature

Tuesday 11th May

45 mins

45 mins

45 mins

45 mins

Physics

Physics

Business BTEC

Dance Paper 2

35 mins

35 mins

45 mins

45 mins

Please remember to bring black ballpoint pens, pencils, ruler, calculator, compasses,
protractor and an eraser.

The Big Ask - Children’s Commissioner Survey
The Big Ask is a survey for children and young
people aged 4–17 in England and will take 5-10
minutes to complete.
This is the largest ever survey of children and
young people in England. It will be used to show
the government what children and young people
think, what they want for the future, and what they
need to live happier lives.
The survey has been split into different age groups, so you can fill in a version appropriate for
your age. There are also easy-read ‘accessible’ versions as well as a version for care leavers.
Please visit The Big Ask to leave your views.

Contact Details
Please ensure that Rushden Academy has your up to date contact details. You can use the
SIMS Parent App to make any changes, or email the school at info@rushden-academy.net
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PE Clubs are Back!!!
PE Extra-Curricular clubs have returned this week,
specifically for our Year 7 cohort.
Over the course of the week we ran six different clubs, six
different sports and over 60 Year 7 students attended!
Students got to experience what PE clubs are like and were
able to let off some steam and burn away some of that
excitable energy but most importantly we hoped they had a lot
of fun!! Some of the sports and activities in which we ran are
unique, and offer something different to their normal PE
lessons. We offered Kinball, access to the fitness suite and
Trampolining!!
PE Loyalty Card
Students who attend extra-curricular clubs are now rewarded with a loyalty card and they can
receive a stamp each time they attend a club. Once the card is full students are then entered
into a prize draw. Local businesses and sports centres have generously donated a range of
prizes in order to help motivate students to participate in extracurricular clubs and take part in
more physical activity. On behalf of the school can I thank Splash Leisure Centre
and Bannatynes Health Centre who have both kindly donated free family sessions to use
their facilities. Rock Up based at Rushden Lakes have also kindly donated 2 Free Entry
passes for students. We hope that this helps motivate students to attend.
Please come along and give a club a go and if there are any sports in which you would like to
be involved in but we don't currently run then please speak to a member of the PE team!

Clubs available for Year 7 next week:
Tuesday:

Fitness suite and Trampolining

Wednesday: Football and Netball
Thursday:
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Kinball and Cricket

5

6

Family Support Page

The Introduction session for Happier Families is next
week – Wednesday from 4pm to 5pm (arrival from
3.30pm) with the course running for 6 weeks after that
at the same time.
There are still a couple of spaces left so if you would
like to join please contact me as soon as possible. (If
most but not all the family can make it each week that is
ok!)
The programme will give you ideas of things you can do
as a family to:


Explore ways to build your own and others happiness;



Learn tips to help you when you are struggling;



Enjoy your family time together more;



Build happier relationships.

Family
Support
Page

The course is designed for the whole family to come and
learn together so we will be running it in an after school
slot. It is run over six sessions of no longer than an hour,
plus an introduction session.
If you would like to find out more or to register your
interest please email l.king@rushden-academy.net

If I can help or support you
in anyway, please get in
touch:
l.king@rushdenacademy.net or call the main
school number and ask for
Lynda King
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Mental Health Awareness Week 10th-16th May
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Supermarkets Supporting the Healthy Start Scheme
You may already be aware that some supermarkets are continuing to extend their offers on
the Healthy Start Food Vouchers.
Iceland
Iceland have been offering their customers a free £1 pack of frozen vegetables with each
Healthy Start Voucher used in store at all Iceland and The Food Warehouse stores in
England, Wales and Northern Ireland. They have extended their offer until 31st August 2021.
Co-op
Co-op are topping up the new value of Healthy Start vouchers from £4.25 to £5.
They are advising families check their eligibility and once they have received their vouchers
pop to their nearest Co-op and present them at the till when buying any eligible food items.
The value will automatically be topped up to £5.
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Stars of the Week
Congratulations to the following students for achieving star of the week.
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Stars of the Week
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Rush2theDen Stay and Play Activities
Rush2theDen is now taking bookings for their stay and play activities. Please see below for
more details.
To book a session please visit Rush2theDen Book a Session
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How to Access Go4Schools
Go4Schools is the online system that Rushden Academy uses to track student attendance,
student progress and assign homework tasks.
Students and parents can access this at home to keep up to date, by checking timetables and
homework deadlines. Student progress reports will be published through Go4Schools 3 times
a year.
Please follow the instructions below to access Go4Schools.
Student access to Go4Schools


Go to the Go4Schools student access page (on the
top right of the Go4Schools home page)



Type in your school email address in the first time
user box (your computer login in followed by
@rushden-academy.net)



This will send you an email link with your password



Login with your new password

Parental access to Go4Schools


Go to the Go4Schools parent access page



Enter your email address (the one Rushden Academy contacts you on) to the first time
user box



This will send you an email link with your password



Login with your new password

If you haven’t received an email in 5 minutes, please double check you have your email typed
in correctly and ask them to send the password again. If you have any problems accessing
Go4Schools do not hesitate to contact the academy.
Mr P Bocking
Assistant Principal
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Check if You or Your Child has Coronavirus Symptoms
If you have any of the main symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19), get a test as soon
as possible. Stay at home until you get the result.
Main symptoms
The main symptoms of coronavirus are:


a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back
(you do not need to measure your temperature)



a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an
hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a
cough, it may be worse than usual)



a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed
you cannot smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to
normal

Most people with coronavirus have at least 1 of these symptoms.
What to do if you have symptoms
If you have any of the main symptoms of coronavirus:
1. Get a test to check if you have coronavirus as soon as possible.


Stay at home and do not have visitors until you get your test result – only
leave your home to have a test.

Anyone you live with, and anyone in your support bubble, must also stay at home until
you get your result.1
Use the NHS 111 online coronavirus service if:
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you're worried about your symptoms



you're not sure what to do

Are You Eligible for Free School Meals?
If you are in receipt of any of the following, your child may be eligible for free school meals.



Income Support



Income based Job Seekers Allowance



Income related Employment and Support Allowance



Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999



Child Tax Credit, with no element of Working Tax Credit, and a household income below
£16,190 (as assessed by HM Revenue and Customs)



Guarantee Element of State Pension Credit



Universal Credit - income dependant

You can check your eligibility and apply for free school meals through Northampton County
Council by clicking here.
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