


Joe Butler (pronouns: she/her) is an education/autism consultant who has worked with autistic children and 
young people and those with SEND for twenty-five years. For the majority of that time, Joe taught and led in an 
autism specialist school for pupils aged 4-19, latterly as a headteacher.

Joe is committed to ensuring that all pupils are taught to understand and celebrate diversity, and respect the 
differences between themselves and other people and their families. She supports children and young people 
identifying as LGBTQ+ and their families, and her school was one of the first Special Schools to become a 
Stonewall School Champion.

Joe now provides consultancy and bespoke training for education, youth and adult organisations, as well as for 
workplaces, both in the UK and internationally, through her company SEND Support. She regularly speaks at 
conferences, including for Stonewall, for which she also provides advice and support towards resources and at 
youth events as an accessibility consultant. 

Joe is also a Trustee for SAYiT, a charity providing wellbeing support for LGBTQ+ young people in Sheffield, and a 
Governor and Trustee for Portland College, a national charity and leading specialist college providing disabled 
people with positive futures through education, care and employability support.  

Joe is the co-author Is That Clear? Effective Communication in a Neurodiverse World. She can be contacted for 
training and consultancy around any aspect of supporting people with Special Educational Needs and 
Disabilities, including those who are also LGBTQ+, here: 

https://www.sendsupport.co.uk/publications/





