
 

 

 
Team Rushden - United we stand, divided we fall  

Dear Parent / Carer  

At the end of another busy week there is lots to share in 

relation to what your children have been learning about this 

week.  

Mr Noblett led assemblies for all year groups which 

celebrated World Religion Day. One of the fundamental 

British values is tolerance of different values, beliefs and cultures, and Mr 

Noblett’s assembly took students on a virtual tour of different ‘temples’ from 

around the world. Students were encouraged to reflect on the rich diversity 

in different faiths before talking about how our students can demonstrate the 

value of tolerance within our school community. The closing statements 

encouraged students to be more curious and actively seek to learn more 

about the different members within our community, particularly those who 

may have different beliefs, to ultimately ensure a more inclusive community.  

Year 9 students were off timetable all day on Thursday for a ‘Building, 

Healthy Relationships Day’ which was organised by our Ethos Team. The 

students had a fantastic day where they listened to various external 

speakers and completed various workshops on themes such as healthy 

online relationships and contraception. All students thoroughly enjoyed the 

day and the feedback on the sessions was overwhelmingly positive.   

Year 13 students have spent the week completing their mock examinations 

which will offer an important insight into their progress to date. It will also 

allow teachers to explain their strengths and areas for development in detail 

so they all know where to focus their efforts as they enter the final run-up to 

their actual examinations in the summer. 

With just 4 weeks until the February mock examinations, Year 11 students 

have been working hard to ensure that they improve on their grades from 

December. An update letter will be going to the parents of all Year 11 

students updating you on their progress, attendance, conduct summary, and 

ultimately if they are eligible to attend prom at this stage. There is still time to 

improve their progress scores but in order to do so we would expect all 

students to be revising daily at this point in the year.   

In relation to Go4Schools which is our online platform, we have looked at 

which parents and carers are using the platform regularly and this varies 

greatly across the school. With this platform providing live updates on 

behaviour, attendance and progress reports, it is important that all parents 

and carers are using the app so you are kept in the loop regarding your 

child’s day to day school life. If you are having any problems accessing the 

app, please contact your child’s form tutor who will be able to assist you with 

how to do so. 

Continues on the next page... 
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Please remind your child to check in reception if they have lost anything. We have a selection 

of items that need to be claimed. 

Any items left unclaimed for 6 weeks are donated to our internal uniform stores or local charity 

shops.  

Lost Property 

Finally, it is a genuine pleasure to see individual students showing a real commitment to their 

own personal development by earning badges for the Rushden STARR award. There are 

several silver ties now in circulation and a much greater number of bronze ties. Seeing 

students wearing these special ties with pride is wonderful to see and reflect a high level of 

dedication to self improvement.   

Have a restful weekend, 

Yours sincerely, 

Mr B Baines 

Principal 

Message From the Principal Continued... 
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Under 13 Girls Futsal 

Yesterday the Year 7 and Year 8 girls went to manor to play futsal against different schools. 

Each game was 10 mins long. 

First we played Ferrers which they won 2:0 against us.  

Next we played Huxlow which they won 2:1 and our goal was scored by Freya from Year 7. 

The last game was against Manor which we won 1:0 which was again scored by Freya. 

The girls who played and the positions were Eisha from Year 8 as goalkeeper, Persephonie, 

Kya from Year 8 and Kyanne from Year 7 played midfield, Saanvi from Year 8 and Amelia 

from Year 7 played defence and the two strikers were Oliva and Freya from Year 7. 

Overall we came 2nd in the tournament all the girls had fun, were very happy about how they 

played and did their best. In the end it was a great day.  

-Written by Saanvi Year 8 

 

Under 13 Boys Futsal 

The boys team won their tournament this week, and will be playing in the Futsal District Final 

on Thursday against Weavers! Well done boys and we look forward to seeing the results next 

week! 

This Week in PE 

mailto:y22naveens@rushden-academy.net


 

 

We have been making an afternoon tea favourite – scones. Sultanas don’t appear very 

popular with many of our students, but we have had some good successes. 

 

Please may I remind parents of the following, in order to help us teach your children. 

If we have a practical lesson, there may be optional ingredients you would like to provide from 

home, but everything to create the dish is supplied for you by the school. Your child MUST 

bring in a container or risk not being able to take food home. 

 

We are governed by the rules of HACCP (Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point) and the 

following is not an option for me to ignore. 

• No false nails or nail varnish 

• No facial piercings (all must be removed) 

• Long hair must be tied back 

• Rings and bracelets must be removed 

Sadly, if these steps can’t or won’t be taken, then your child will not be allowed to stay in the 
lesson. Thank you for your support in this matter. 
 

Mr J Brainwood 

This Week in Food Technology 
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We are pleased to announce that the Easter Prize Draw is back by popular demand.  

It is bigger and better than last year!  

Let's go Team Rushden!   

Easter Prize Draw 



 

 

This week our year 11 students across all the 

Creative Arts subjects have been working 

exceptionally well!  

Exam projects have started and CA6 has been 

absolutely buzzing this week with our incredibly 

motivated cohort. Just take a look at how many of 

them were in the department just last night, look at 

those smiling faces!  

 

It has been so wonderful and heart warming to see 

our students engaging with their projects afterschool 

volunteering up their own time to do so, a truly 

fantastic level of commitment.  

 

 

Team Rushden values ever-present 

with teamwork, sharing ideas and 

students helping one another all 

around.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

From all of us in the Creative 

Arts department - a massive 

well done!  

We look forward to seeing you 

again next week with more 

creativity and all the exciting 

new ideas these projects will 

bring, keep up the hard work! 

This Week in Creative Arts 
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Team Rushden, are you eligible for our Summer Rewards Trips?  

Your attendance and TRPs from October 30th to March 28th will all count, so keep up the 

hard work! #TeamRushden #Rewards  

Summer Rewards Trips 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/teamrushden?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXj2BSoxtIk8wcfAZR48_uXyk_mU-8IB4_6TTx1uq6FtFQkEJlMoUv7w5wULE-sz8u85ilaAUERRIWT2iaHTBqRYiDl9Pdfto83xhkklbmkp8HDWEDXMg8SQofpSXB3TGE&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/rewards?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXj2BSoxtIk8wcfAZR48_uXyk_mU-8IB4_6TTx1uq6FtFQkEJlMoUv7w5wULE-sz8u85ilaAUERRIWT2iaHTBqRYiDl9Pdfto83xhkklbmkp8HDWEDXMg8SQofpSXB3TGE&__tn__=*NK-R


 

 

Over the last few weeks, the Geography department has teamed up with the Business 

Studies department to give Year 8 students a taste of setting up their own company.  

Geography and Business Studies are closely interlinked as we use a lot of the same skills and 

terminology so it was lovely to see the students put their learning into action and see how it 

could help them in life beyond school. 

Last term, students studied globalisation and non-ethical companies like those involved in fast 

fashion and the Rana Plaza disaster. At the start of this term, students learned about ethical 

companies ready to create their own ethical transnational corporation. Students worked in 

groups to come up with: 

• An ethical product idea and a clear explanation for why they chose it. 

• A map showing where they would source, produce and sell their product and why they 

have chosen those places. 

• An advert for their product which promotes how their company would behave ethically in a 

global market. 

Students were encouraged to use a variety of skills which will be useful both in the classroom 

and also outside of school including creativity, collaboration, commitment, confidence, 

communication, curiosity and craftsmanship. Some students were even brave enough to 

present their ideas to the rest of the class at the end of the lesson. 

We had some wonderful ideas including: 

• A stationery company which would donate pens, pencils and books to a school in a low 

income country for every purchase you made. 

• A jewellery company using lab-grown diamonds instead of those mined through the forced 

labour of men, women and children in places like the DRC. 

• A clothing company which used plastic from the oceans to turn into fashion garments.  

• A tech company which used solar-panels to power their factories and their products. 

• An ice-cream company which provided plant-based options and avoided using fossil fuels 

to transport their products. 

Other members of staff who were invited to visit our lessons and ask the students about their 

companies were highly impressed with the thought that had gone into them.  

Some students have also expressed an interest in taking Geography or Business Studies (or 

both!) at GCSE. 

 

Keep aiming high, Year 8! 

 

Miss Kinsman and Mr Smith  

Geography & Business Studies Mash Up - Design Your Own 
Ethical TNC 
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SAS REMINDER 

All squad members have received a consent form to be part of the 

SAS for the rest of the school year - anyone who hasn't returned theirs 

by next Wednesday, 31st January, will be removed from the SAS list. 

We have lots of students who would like to join the team, so will 

allocate any vacated places to them. 

 

SAS This Week 

This week Squad Fizzy Baguette visited The Beeches 

Care Home and did a quiz with the residents. Who sang 

the famous 'The White Cliffs of Dover' song? - Vera 

Lynn! 

Squad Phoenix went litter picking and then helped move 

some gravel to the reflection garden area. Thank you for 

all your hard work! 

#TeamRusden #RASAS #Ethos #GraceFoundation 

 

 

Rushden Academy's Social Action Squad's (SAS) are always looking for opportunities to help 

within the community. If you know of anywhere we could help or support please let us know. 

We are looking for one off opportunities, short term commitments and long term projects.  

To contact the Social Action Squad, email socialactionsquad@rushden-academy.net. 

Rushden Academy SAS 

8 8 

mailto:socialactionsquad@rushden-academy.net
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Drama: 

Year 9 have been continuing looking at devising and creating their own performances. This 

week we have based the drama around a series of cardboard boxes and asked the students 

to start thinking about and exploring a story that could come from this. We have seen some 

good use of explorative strategies and some very clever and unique ideas about the box's 

origins. Well done year 9.  

 

Dance: 

Year 10 dancers have been introduced to their component 2. Students have been set the 

stimulus of ‘Transformation’ which they have been busy researching various professional 

repertoire which clearly highlights their interpretation of the word. It has been a busy week of 

research in which students have been discussing their potential range of physical skills, 

technique and quality of movement in various dance genres. All dancers are excited for the 

challenge ahead.  

 

Music: 

Year 7 have been working really hard on using both hands when playing the keyboard and 

have progressed really well! Those who have previously had lessons on the keyboard have 

been great team leaders and have enjoyed being able to try the harder melodies.  

Year 9 have also been demonstrating key skills when creating their compositions in groups 

such as: teamwork, communication and determination to develop their skills further this term.  

It's also great to see a lot of year 10’s going the extra mile in their Btec lessons and taking 

ownership of their practical and theory work.  

 

High School Musical: School Edition 

This week there has been a very big focus on running the opening of the show. The students 

have been very focused and determined to make sure they are perfecting the first song and 

the opening scene of dialogue.  

On Thursday there was continuation of the singing practice and the students have thoroughly 

impressed all of us with their commitment and professionalism. Next week we'll be looking at a 

new musical number and continuing with our dialogue scenes.  

 
We Will Rock You Musical 

We have been looking at multiple musical numbers this week and rehearsing singing the 

numbers. There has also been more choreography that has been added. All of the cast have 

been working on their precision and technique and have been showing their commitment.  

With our school's addition of Bohemian Rhapsody, the cast have been working through the 

challenging vocal requirements with Mr Foreman. We will see the continuation of this in the 

coming weeks.  

Performing Arts Update 
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Year 11 February Mock Exam Timetable 
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Congratulations to the following students for achieving star of the week. 

Stars of the Week 
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Congratulations to the following students for achieving star of the week. 

Stars of the Week 
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Stars of the Week 
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Go4Schools is the online system that Rushden Academy uses to track student attendance, 

student progress and student behaviour.  

Students and parents can access this at home to keep up to date, by checking timetables and 

behaviour events. Student progress reports will be published through Go4Schools 3 times a 

year.  

Please follow the instructions below to access Go4Schools. 

Student access to Go4Schools 

 Go to the Go4Schools student access page (on the top right of the Go4Schools home 

page) 

 Type in your school email address in the first time user box (your computer login in 

followed by @Rushden-academy.net) 

 This will send you an email link with your password 

 Login with your new password 

 

Parental access to Go4Schools 

 Go to the Go4Schools parent access page 

 Enter your email address (the one Rushden Academy contacts you on) in the first time 

user box 

 This will send you an email link with your password 

 Login with your new password 

If you haven’t received an email in 5 minutes, please double check you have your email typed 

in correctly and ask them to send the password again. If you have any problems accessing 

Go4Schools do not hesitate to contact the academy. 

 

You also have access to the Go4Schools app that can be downloaded from the Apple Store or 

Google Play. 

Mr P Bocking 

Assistant Principal 

How to Access Go4Schools 



 

 

Are You Eligible for Free School Meals? 

If you are in receipt of any of the following, your child may be eligible for free school meals. 

• Income Support 

• Income based Job Seekers Allowance 

• Income related Employment and Support Allowance 

• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• Child Tax Credit, with no element of Working Tax Credit, and a household income below 
£16,190 (as assessed by HM Revenue and Customs) 

• Guarantee Element of State Pension Credit 

• Universal Credit - income dependant 

You can check your eligibility and apply for free school meals through Northampton County 
Council by clicking here. 
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Rushden Academy has a proven track 

record in successfully supporting trainee 

teachers on programmes leading to QTS. 

Many of our staff, past and present, have 

been trained at the school and an even 

larger number have completed main 

placements and second placements here 

before securing teaching jobs elsewhere. 

As a school with a strong and successful 

record for training new teachers to the profession, Rushden Academy works closely with 

School Centered Initial Teacher Training (SCITT) providers to provide fully supported and 

mentored school placements on a variety of routes. 

If you are interested in a new career or are looking for more information about routes into 

teaching, then please contact Gail Brainwood, Assistant Principal on 01933 350391 or by 

email: g.brainwood@Rushden-academy.net  

Are you looking for a career change? Are you interested in 
training to teach? 

https://northamptonshire-self.achieveservice.com/service/Apply_for_free_school_meals___NNC
mailto:g.brainwood@rushden-academy.net
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