
 

 

 
Team Rushden - United we stand, divided we fall  

Dear Parent / Carer  

It has been a chilly week with temperatures dropping well 

below zero but it hasn’t stopped the students enjoying 

another week at Rushden Academy. 

The assemblies were delivered by Mr Smith and Mr Smart 

and focused on the important theme of safe and healthy 

relationships. Students explored the characteristics of healthy relationships 

as well as how to recognise unhealthy behaviour. They were encouraged to 

reflect on their own relationships with friends and others and also looked at 

the theme of relationships through the lenses of equality and individual 

liberty. 

Our Year 8 students have been enjoying a geography and business studies 

‘mash-up’ working on a cross curricular project around the theme of 

globalisation and non-ethical companies. Miss Kinsman and Mr Smith have 

worked hard to bring about this exciting cross-curricular experience which 

the children have thoroughly enjoyed. 

Year 12 students have been undertaking their assessment for their second 

progress check of the academic year, the results of which will be shared 

with parents and carers in due course. With more of the course undertaken, 

this should provide a more accurate measure of how your child is 

progressing. Year 13 students commence their mock examinations next 

week and so all normal lessons will be collapsed, excluding Btec lessons, 

to allow students to review and prepare for the assessments. 

On Wednesday, it was the turn of Squad Frog and Squad Blue Wolf, to 

represent our Social Action Squad(SAS) in the community. As always, the 

feedback from The Beeches and The Serve Day Centre was brilliant and a 

particular highlight was Evie who did a fantastic job as the bingo caller. A 

big thank you to Rosie, our Ethos Team Youth Worker who is doing a 

fantastic job leading this work.   

On Thursday evening, we invited many of you into school for Year 11 

parents’ evening. It was great to see so many of you meet with your 

children’s teachers and receive an update on their progress to date. 

Hopefully you left with a clear picture of where your child’s strengths and 

areas for development are and that you are clear on how you can support 

them in the run up to their mock examinations. If you were unable to attend 

the evening, we will be following up with you directly to ensure that you are 

updated fully on your child’s progress.   

Have a lovely weekend, 

Yours sincerely, 

Mr B Baines 

Principal 
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Rushden Academy Newsletter  

Message From the Pr incipal  



 

 

Northamptonshire Parent Carer Voices is running a free workshop for parents on 1st February 

from 10am-12pm.  

 

The aim of the workshop is to: 

• Help parents fully understand the wider impact of this specific learning difficulty 

• Busting Myths  

• Informing you about support available and provisions 

 

If you are not registered with Northamprtonshire Parent Carer Voices, you can still register 

and access the workshop registration is free, use the link to access the form to request 

membership. https://form.jotform.com/233414198084357 

 

If you have any concerns about your child potentially being dyslexic, or would like any more 

information, please email Mrs Smith our SENCO p.smith@rushden-academy.net. 
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Free Dyslexia Workshop for Parents 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fform.jotform.com%2F233414198084357%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR12ahoGtOOzvbpAcYatP0U8C4GwIFmfCDX79Umi0P9T2dEMq7yopoR3vAQ&h=AT1pdnSE56HO_sOUVrvdHw9I9SLaY4k-_hJ-fEdGB60qIpcZH1aMpj4o-1gZLdvuSO4WFx85oyhAw81lKttzZjW-t5VuUFFi1BlNmJyW
mailto:p.smith@rushden-academy.net
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This week we have been able to visit the Serve Day Centre and The 

Beeches Care Home and spend time with the service users and 

residents.   

At the Serve Day Centre, Evie acted as bingo caller and led the 

afternoon of games with the service users. 

Thank you for having us, and we can’t wait to see you again next 

week! 

#TeamRusden #RASAS #Ethos #GraceFoundation  

 

Rushden Academy's Social Action Squad's (SAS) are always looking for opportunities to help 

within the community. If you know of anywhere we could help or support please let us know. 

We are looking for one off opportunities, short term commitments and long term projects.  

To contact the Social Action Squad, email socialactionsquad@rushden-academy.net. 

Rushden Academy SAS 
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mailto:socialactionsquad@rushden-academy.net


 

 5 5 

If your child has signed up to be part 

of DofE at Rushden Academy, come 

along to our parent information 

evening on Tuesday 23rd January 

5pm-6pm. 

Find out what is needed to complete 

each section of the award, and how 

we can support students in achieving 

their goals. 

Miss R Burrows 

DofE Lead 

Duke of Edinburgh Parent Information Evening 
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Drama: 

This week, year 7 have been considering what it is to devise drama. They have been 

focussing on what devising means and how to use a stimulus as inspiration for original work. 

We have been looking at various images and poems to generate ideas and have been 

beginning to brainstorm possibilities for their own scenes. Next week we will continue to 

develop these ideas using the devising cycle and considering how we can select and delete 

ideas appropriately.  

 

Dance: 

Year 8 dance students have been introduced to Contemporary Dance. Students have been 

exploring the stylistic features and techniques that are used when performing in this genre. 

Students are currently learning a routine called ‘Find It’ which challenges their physical 

abilities including balance, strength and flexibility. All students are working hard towards 

preparing to perform their solo at the end of this term.  

 

Music: 

Year 7 are continuing to develop their keyboard skills this week with a focus on using two 

hands to play a tune. It is also lovely to see the students that are having additional piano 

lessons, bring the skills they have learnt to the lesson!  

The year 10’s are currently focusing on recording their compositions to create a life 

performance and then are using bandlab to upload, edit and remix their creations. It’s lovely to 

see the students' confidence building during this component as they experiment with more 

challenging vocal ranges and a variety of instruments.  

 

High School Musical: School Edition 

We have started looking at some of the dialogue scenes in our rehearsal this week. Working 

closely with Troy, Gabriella, Sharpey and Ryan we have begun looking at the initial 

introductions and the development of character.  

The chorus worked on finalising the opening number and making sure the energy needed was 

there. Everyone worked very hard and remembered lots of the choreography after the 

Christmas break so well done cast.  

 
We Will Rock You Musical 

This week's rehearsal the cast was introduced to the famous song ‘Bohemian Rhapsody’ by 

Queen. Initially you could see our performers were challenged by the various layers and pitch 

required in the vocals, however it was all smiles seen around the room with general 

excitement once they gained confidence. 

Performing Arts Update 
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Performing Arts Update 
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Year 11 February Mock Exam Timetable 
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January TENC BTEC Exam Timetable 
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Year 13 Assessment Week - January 2024 

Date Am  Pm  

Mon 22nd Jan  13 Psychology Paper 1 2hrs 13 Biology Paper 1 2hrs 

13 Business 2hrs 13 Media Paper 1  2hrs  

13 German 1hr45 

Tue 23rd Jan  13 Chemistry Paper 1 1hr30 13 Core Maths Paper 1 1hr30 

13 Comp Science  2hr30 13 Eng Lit/Lang Paper 1 (KK) 1hr 

13 Eng Lit/Lang Paper 1 1hr 13 Physics Paper 1 2hrs 

13 Eng Lit Paper 1 2hr30 13 Sociology   2hrs  

13 Graphics 2h30 

Wed 24th Jan  13 Eng Lit/Lang Paper 2 1hr 13 Core Maths Paper 2 1hr30 

13 Geography 1hr30 13 Eng Lit/Lang Paper 3 1hr 

13 Photography (Rushden) 4hrs 13 Further Maths Paper 1 1hr30 

13 Physics Paper 2  2hrs  13 Maths Paper 1 2hrs 

13 Photography (Rushden) 1hr 

Thu 25th Jan  13 Core Maths Paper 1 (KP) 1hr30 13 Biology Paper 2 (RW) 1hr15 

13 Further Maths Paper 2 1hr30 13 Media Paper 2 (CC, IF) 2hrs 

13 History  2hr15 13 Psychology Paper 2  2hrs  

13 Maths Paper 2 2hrs 

13 Media Paper 2 2hrs 

Fri 26th Jan  13 Art (H/R) 4hrs 13 Art (H/R) 1hr 

13 Chemistry Paper 2 1hr30 13 Biology Paper 2  1hr15  

13 Eng Lit Paper 2 2hr30 

Students will sit their exams in homebase schools unless indicated otherwise  

Where students have clashes, the rescheduled time for the exam is shown, with their initials 

in brackets  
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Congratulations to the following students for achieving star of the week. 

Stars of the Week 
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Congratulations to the following students for achieving star of the week. 

Stars of the Week 
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Congratulations to the following students for achieving star of the week. 

Stars of the Week 
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Go4Schools is the online system that Rushden Academy uses to track student attendance, 

student progress and student behaviour.  

Students and parents can access this at home to keep up to date, by checking timetables and 

behaviour events. Student progress reports will be published through Go4Schools 3 times a 

year.  

Please follow the instructions below to access Go4Schools. 

Student access to Go4Schools 

 Go to the Go4Schools student access page (on the top right of the Go4Schools home 

page) 

 Type in your school email address in the first time user box (your computer login in 

followed by @Rushden-academy.net) 

 This will send you an email link with your password 

 Login with your new password 

 

Parental access to Go4Schools 

 Go to the Go4Schools parent access page 

 Enter your email address (the one Rushden Academy contacts you on) in the first time 

user box 

 This will send you an email link with your password 

 Login with your new password 

If you haven’t received an email in 5 minutes, please double check you have your email typed 

in correctly and ask them to send the password again. If you have any problems accessing 

Go4Schools do not hesitate to contact the academy. 

 

You also have access to the Go4Schools app that can be downloaded from the Apple Store or 

Google Play. 

Mr P Bocking 

Assistant Principal 

How to Access Go4Schools 



 

 

Are You Eligible for Free School Meals? 

If you are in receipt of any of the following, your child may be eligible for free school meals. 

• Income Support 

• Income based Job Seekers Allowance 

• Income related Employment and Support Allowance 

• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• Child Tax Credit, with no element of Working Tax Credit, and a household income below 
£16,190 (as assessed by HM Revenue and Customs) 

• Guarantee Element of State Pension Credit 

• Universal Credit - income dependant 

You can check your eligibility and apply for free school meals through Northampton County 
Council by clicking here. 
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Rushden Academy has a proven track 

record in successfully supporting trainee 

teachers on programmes leading to QTS. 

Many of our staff, past and present, have 

been trained at the school and an even 

larger number have completed main 

placements and second placements here 

before securing teaching jobs elsewhere. 

As a school with a strong and successful 

record for training new teachers to the profession, Rushden Academy works closely with 

School Centered Initial Teacher Training (SCITT) providers to provide fully supported and 

mentored school placements on a variety of routes. 

If you are interested in a new career or are looking for more information about routes into 

teaching, then please contact Gail Brainwood, Assistant Principal on 01933 350391 or by 

email: g.brainwood@Rushden-academy.net  

Are you looking for a career change? Are you interested in 
training to teach? 

https://northamptonshire-self.achieveservice.com/service/Apply_for_free_school_meals___NNC
mailto:g.brainwood@rushden-academy.net
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