
 

 

 
Team Rushden - United we stand, divided we fall  

Dear Parent / Carer  

The end of term and Christmas festivities are in sight as the 

penultimate week draws to a close. 

On Saturday evening, Miss Hunter and members of the 

Parent, Teacher and Friends' Association (PTFA) 

coordinated the annual Christmas sleigh event which was a 

roaring success, as always, and a big thank you to anyone who contributed 

to this festive event. 

Mr Noblett led assemblies for all year groups in which he shared the Grace 

Foundation’s Christmas narrative. Students were encouraged to reflect on 

what Christmas means to them and were prompted with stories about 

compassion and care for those less fortunate at this time of year. Whilst 

Christmas is a time of joy for many, it is also important to remember that it 

can also be a difficult time of year for many who are less fortunate.   

On Tuesday night, Lizzie and the Ethos Team invited many families into 

school for a movie night. The movie of choice was Elf and it was great to 

see so many of you in attendance. I also wanted to say thank you for 

sharing lots of lovely feedback about the event. Rushden is a true 

community school and events such as this reflect how strong the 

community is. 

Mrs Raven hosted the library’s Christmas Cracker event on Thursday 

afternoon which was very well attended and even benefitted from a visit 

from Father Christmas himself. When I went into the event, the library was 

truly buzzing and all the children were having a wonderful time participating 

in various festive activities. 

Alongside the festive activities, many of our Year 11 students have been 

busy meeting final Btec deadlines and have worked very hard to ensure 

they achieve the best grades possible for the units. The progress board for 

all Year 11 students was also updated outside the main hall and students 

were keen to see where they are in the table and how much they have 

improved since the end of Year 10 assessment. They have all been 

provided with work to complete during the Christmas break to ensure that 

they practise and maintain key skills for different subjects. You will receive 

a letter detailing your child’s performance in their mock examinations and 

an update on where they are in the progress league. Finally, in relation to 

Year 11, parents’ evening is scheduled for the 18th January and it is vital 

that all parents and carers attend.   

Continues on the next page... 

 

In this newsletter: 

• Message From 

the Principal 

• Numeracy 

Problem of the 
Week 

• Literacy 

Challenge of the 
Week 

• Exam 

Timetables 

• Rushden 

Academy SAS 

• Jack and the 

Beanstalk 
Pantomime 
Tickets on Sale 

• Ethos Christmas 

Coffee Morning 

• Christmas 

Bauble Design 
Winners 

• 12 Top Tips for 

a Tech-Free 
Christmas 

• Library 

Christmas 
Cracker 

• Chat Health 

Poster 

 
 

Aspire, Explore, Succeed 

15/12/2023  

 

Rushden Academy Newsletter  

Message From the Pr incipal  



 

 2 2 

Ahead of January we will be contacting parents regarding any persistent uniform issues to 

ensure that they are rectified for the new year. I am also aware that there has been some 

misunderstanding conveyed on social media around toilet cards. For clarity, toilet cards 

remain in place for students but we will be requesting medical evidence to corroborate the 

need as the requests for such cards is increasing exponentially. I appreciate that messages 

via students are often misinterpreted but please can I ask that you seek clarity from the school 

directly rather than social media forums to ensure that you receive accurate information.   

Finally, I want to thank you for your continued support as we continue to strengthen the 

education we provide for your children. It is a fantastic community to be a part of and I look 

forward to working with you to continue to ensure the very best standard of education and 

support for all children within our care.   

Please have a warm and restful Christmas whatever your plans may be, 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Mr B Baines 

Principal 

Message From the Principal Continued... 

Tickets now on sale for our Christmas Pantomime - Jack and The Beanstalk. 

Book now to avoid disappointment 

https://www.trybooking.com/uk/CXQT 

https://www.trybooking.com/uk/CXQT


 

 

Congratulations to the winners of our Christmas Bauble Design Completion! They are now 

displayed on our Rushden Academy Christmas Tree. 

 

 

 

They faced some tough competition from 

the other entries, but their creativity won 

them the TRPs.  

Have a look at some of the other entries 

below.  
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Christmas Bauble Design Winners 

1st Place  

Gabriel 

Joint 3rd Place 

Linda & Mason 

2nd Place  

Carrie 



 

 

On Thursday 14th December, after-school, 

the Library was filled with students ready to 

take part in the Library Christmas Cracker. 

We had eight teams, who had all come up 

with inventive names for themselves, and 

they all settled in to start the first round of the 

Christmas quiz. There were rounds on 

general knowledge, food, books (of course; 

we were in the Library!), Christmas dingbats 

and music. The music round was especially 

fun and almost turned into a karaoke night!  

Alongside the quiz we also had a treasure 

hunt, for each team to try and find the pieces 

of a picture, which would make up a photo 

from a film and, my personal favourite, which 

was to dress one member of the team up as 

a Christmas tree! 

Half-way through the evening, the students 

settled down with a hot chocolate and 

marshmallows, a gingerbread man or a 

mince pie and listened to the stories How 

The Grinch Stole Christmas and The Night 

Before Christmas, which brought back some 

lovely memories for some of them, which 

they shared with everyone. 

The main man himself, Father Christmas, 

also made an appearance and was on hand 

to judge the winner of the best dressed 

Christmas tree and to hand out prizes for the 

winning teams. 

I’d like to thank all of the students who 

attended for making the night such great fun 

and to Miss. Attwood, Mrs. Jamieson and Mr. 

Brainwood for their help with the evening. A 

big shout out to our Student Library team 

too, for their help with the preparation. 

 

Winners: 

Best Team Name: The Quizzletoes 

Quiz Runners-up: The Candy Cane Elves 

Quiz Winners: Readiohead 
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Library Christmas Craker 
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Please remember to inform us if any of your contact details (such as phone number or 

address) change throughout the year.  

This can be done by calling Reception on 01933 530391 or via the SIMS Parent App. 

Library News 
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Did anyone spot our SAS Elves spreading Christmas cheer on 

Wednesday? Squad Blue Wolf were out and about delivering some 

treats to our neighbours - Merry Christmas, Rushden! #TeamRusden 

#RASAS #Ethos #GraceFoundation  

 

 

 

Rushden Academy's Social Action Squad's (SAS) are always looking for opportunities to help 

within the community. If you know of anywhere we could help or support please let us know. 

We are looking for one off opportunities, short term commitments and long term projects.  

To contact the Social Action Squad, email socialactionsquad@rushden-academy.net. 

Rushden Academy SAS 
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 9 9 

This is the term when Year 13 students are beginning to plan 

their post 18 pathways and applying to university. 

Each week we will give you an update on who has completed 

their application alongside any offers or interviews they have 

received. 

6th Form UCAS Update 

Name Date sent First Choice Course Offer/interview? 

Lucy 25.09.23 Imperial College, London Medicine Interview 

Cody 3.10.23 University of Lincoln Law for Business Conditional offers 

Jay 9.10.23 Nottingham Trent University Primary Education  Conditional offers 

Ruby 12.10.23 Sheffield Hallam University Fine Art Conditional offers 

Andreea 16.10.23 De Montfort University Pharmacy  Interview 

Jakub 19.10.13 University of Bath Maths & Physics Conditional offers 

Laura 2.11.23 De Montfort University Psychology Conditional offers 

Sam 6.11.23 University of Southampton Biomedical engineering 

with integrated masters 

Conditional offer 

Tilly 8.11.23 De Montfort University Forensic science Unconditional offer 

Alicia 16.11.23 University of Bedfordshire Early years education  Conditional offer 

Josh 16.11.23 De Montfort University Pharmacy  Conditional offer 

Jorja 16.11.23 De Montfort University Interior Design  Conditional offer 

Leyla 30.11.23 Northampton University  Dental Nursing Conditional offers 

Holly 1.12.23 University of East Anglia English Unconditional 

offers 

Amy-Kay 1.12.23 University of Lincoln Law Conditional offers 

Malachi 1.12.23 University of Derby Theatre Arts Conditional offers 

Kit 7.12.23 Royal Welsh College of 

Music & Drama 

Technical theatre and 

stage management  

Interviews 

Joanna 13.12.23 University of Liverpool Biological Science Conditional offer 

Jess 14.12.23 Northampton University Primary education  

Abbie 14.12.23 De Montfort University Photography Conditional offer 

Kitty 14.12.23 Leeds Beckett University Counselling & mental 

health 

 

Saffy 14.12.23 De Montfort University Architecture Conditional offer 

Harry 14.12.23 University of Lincoln Business & marketing Conditional offers 

Imarnai 14.12.23 De Montfort University Accounting & Business Conditional offers 

Ash 15.12.23 De Montfort University Comic & concept art  



 

 10 10 

 

 

Performing Arts Update 



 

 

Click the link below to book your spot on our coffee morning. 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/coffee-morning-drop-in-tickets-749886981147?

aff=oddtdtcreator 

We look forward to seeing you 

11 11 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/coffee-morning-drop-in-tickets-749886981147?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/coffee-morning-drop-in-tickets-749886981147?aff=oddtdtcreator
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January TENC BTEC Exam Timetable 
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Year 13 Assessment Week - January 2024 

Date Am  Pm  

Mon 22nd Jan  13 Psychology Paper 1 2hrs 13 Biology Paper 1 2hrs 

13 Business 2hrs 13 Media Paper 1  2hrs  

13 German 1hr45 

Tue 23rd Jan  13 Chemistry Paper 1 1hr30 13 Core Maths Paper 1 1hr30 

13 Comp Science  2hr30 13 Eng Lit/Lang Paper 1 (KK) 1hr 

13 Eng Lit/Lang Paper 1 1hr 13 Physics Paper 1 2hrs 

13 Eng Lit Paper 1 2hr30 13 Sociology   2hrs  

13 Graphics 2h30 

Wed 24th Jan  13 Eng Lit/Lang Paper 2 1hr 13 Core Maths Paper 2 1hr30 

13 Geography 1hr30 13 Eng Lit/Lang Paper 3 1hr 

13 Photography (Rushden) 4hrs 13 Further Maths Paper 1 1hr30 

13 Physics Paper 2  2hrs  13 Maths Paper 1 2hrs 

13 Photography (Rushden) 1hr 

Thu 25th Jan  13 Core Maths Paper 1 (KP) 1hr30 13 Biology Paper 2 (RW) 1hr15 

13 Further Maths Paper 2 1hr30 13 Media Paper 2 (CC, IF) 2hrs 

13 History  2hr15 13 Psychology Paper 2  2hrs  

13 Maths Paper 2 2hrs 

13 Media Paper 2 2hrs 

Fri 26th Jan  13 Art (H/R) 4hrs 13 Art (H/R) 1hr 

13 Chemistry Paper 2 1hr30 13 Biology Paper 2  1hr15  

13 Eng Lit Paper 2 2hr30 

Students will sit their exams in homebase schools unless indicated otherwise  

Where students have clashes, the rescheduled time for the exam is shown, with their initials 

in brackets  



 

 

Congratulations to the following students for achieving star of the week. 

Stars of the Week 
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Congratulations to the following students for achieving star of the week. 

Stars of the Week 

19 19 



 

 

Congratulations to the following students for achieving star of the week. 

Stars of the Week 
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Go4Schools is the online system that Rushden Academy uses to track student attendance, 

student progress and student behaviour.  

Students and parents can access this at home to keep up to date, by checking timetables and 

behaviour events. Student progress reports will be published through Go4Schools 3 times a 

year.  

Please follow the instructions below to access Go4Schools. 

Student access to Go4Schools 

 Go to the Go4Schools student access page (on the top right of the Go4Schools home 

page) 

 Type in your school email address in the first time user box (your computer login in 

followed by @Rushden-academy.net) 

 This will send you an email link with your password 

 Login with your new password 

 

Parental access to Go4Schools 

 Go to the Go4Schools parent access page 

 Enter your email address (the one Rushden Academy contacts you on) in the first time 

user box 

 This will send you an email link with your password 

 Login with your new password 

If you haven’t received an email in 5 minutes, please double check you have your email typed 

in correctly and ask them to send the password again. If you have any problems accessing 

Go4Schools do not hesitate to contact the academy. 

 

You also have access to the Go4Schools app that can be downloaded from the Apple Store or 

Google Play. 

Mr P Bocking 

Assistant Principal 

How to Access Go4Schools 



 

 

Are You Eligible for Free School Meals? 

If you are in receipt of any of the following, your child may be eligible for free school meals. 

• Income Support 

• Income based Job Seekers Allowance 

• Income related Employment and Support Allowance 

• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• Child Tax Credit, with no element of Working Tax Credit, and a household income below 
£16,190 (as assessed by HM Revenue and Customs) 

• Guarantee Element of State Pension Credit 

• Universal Credit - income dependant 

You can check your eligibility and apply for free school meals through Northampton County 
Council by clicking here. 
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Rushden Academy has a proven track 

record in successfully supporting trainee 

teachers on programmes leading to QTS. 

Many of our staff, past and present, have 

been trained at the school and an even 

larger number have completed main 

placements and second placements here 

before securing teaching jobs elsewhere. 

As a school with a strong and successful 

record for training new teachers to the profession, Rushden Academy works closely with 

School Centered Initial Teacher Training (SCITT) providers to provide fully supported and 

mentored school placements on a variety of routes. 

If you are interested in a new career or are looking for more information about routes into 

teaching, then please contact Gail Brainwood, Assistant Principal on 01933 350391 or by 

email: g.brainwood@Rushden-academy.net  

Are you looking for a career change? Are you interested in 
training to teach? 

https://northamptonshire-self.achieveservice.com/service/Apply_for_free_school_meals___NNC
mailto:g.brainwood@rushden-academy.net
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