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Aspire, Explore, Succeed

Message From the Principal

Team Rushden - United we stand, divided we fall
Dear Parent / Carer

The penultimate week of term brought with a combination
of warm days and torrential rain but neither stopped huge
amounts of good work from taking place in school.

Mrs Brainwood led the assembly which focused on the
Aspire strand of our Rushden STARR award which
encouraged students to think about their hopes and dreams for the
future. She shared the inspirational story of Steven Frayne who most
people will know now to be ‘Dynamo’. Students were given an insight into
the barriers he overcame in early life and the immense personal growth to
get from where he was to where he is now. The assembly also shared an
important reminder for World Mental Health Day which was on Tuesday
10th October and is a subject that is very close to my heart.

Year 11 students have had 1:1 meetings with Mr Billam and Mrs Owen to
discuss their plans for when they finish the year. They were asked about
whether they are planning to attend sixth form, college or whether they are
considering apprenticeship routes. Some students also expressed
aspirations around going to university and so Mr Billam and Mrs Owen
went through options, course and entry requirements with them. These
conversations should have helped to focus Year 11 in their studies as they
should have come away from them with a much clearer idea of their next
steps.

The Social Action Squad were back in action and it was Squad Elf’s turn to
carry out some more incredible work in the community. On Wednesday
afternoon the squad collected all of the food contributions from across the
tutor groups and took them down to the Rushden Food Bank. A big thank
you to everyone who sent food in and contributed to this campaign as it
means that a huge number of struggling people will benefit from the
donations.

On Thursday evening, we welcomed many prospective students into the
school to look around the school and see all the exciting activities and
experiences we offer. Most importantly though, it was great to see so
many students from across all year groups, staying to help out in different
subject areas and talk to prospective students about their experiences at
Rushden Academy to date. | want to give a special mention to three of our
Year 7 students, Rex, Leo and Emma who took on the daunting task of
talking to a lecture theatre full of parents and carers about their experience
of joining Rushden Academy. They spoke beautifully and were incredible
advocates for the school; well done to the three of them!

Continues on the next page...



Message From the Principal Continued...

In terms of safeguarding, this week’s newsletter includes information around the important
theme of exploitation and identifies signs and things to look for in those that are potentially
being exploited. Please take time to read this and if you have any further questions or
concerns please do not hesitate to get in touch with us.

A reminder that next Friday is a training day and so students last day will be Thursday 19th
October before the October half term. Students will return to school on Monday 30th October.

Yours sincerely,

Mr B Baines
Principal

Stay Connected Newsletter

Have a look at North Northamptonshire’s Stay Connected Newsletter to see what is
happening in our local area.

https://sway.office.com/EZxI6 KdU6WBYJNx3?ref=Link

Lost Property

Please remind your child to check in reception if they have lost anything. We have a selection
of items that need to be claimed.

Any items left unclaimed for 6 weeks are donated to our internal uniform stores or local charity
shops.

Safeguarding at Rushden Academy

Grooming is an issue which remains high on our concern list for protecting children.
There could be a range of reasons for someone grooming young people and these are
coercive in nature. Grooming involves older or more powerful individuals gradually forming
relationships with younger people. The goal of creating these relationships is so that the
subject no longer questions what is being asked of them because of the trust they have built.
Not in Our Community is an organisation dedicated to looking at the phenomena and
providing resources, designed to tackle it. To find out more please follow the link below:

https://notinourcommunity.org/



https://email.kjbm.safeguardinginschools.co.uk/c/eJyEkEGO3CAQRU9jNlFbFAZsFiwSJS1lnQNYGMrumrbBATySbx_NjJNsImWH3qeeqr7b9zG6De3TvbiJbqWmjHNOsZbbnlM4fKUUWbBBKjNxhha00UMHRnKGm6N1DLjSK-ZzpGBBK8M7EEZ3V0rBClCgey0HfbENS3ELjvXc0X6gKScXvCv1-pKxpCN7_Od8wZ8Hxo_wQu-qb2_PL3
https://sway.office.com/EZxl6KdU6wBYJNx3?ref=Link
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Online Safety Briefing

We have had concerns raised recently about students using the following apps. Please use
the information below to find out more and continue discussing online safety with your
children.

OMEGLE: “Chat with random strangers - it’s fun”

Omegle is a website which is specifically designed to allow users to
talk to strangers. It works by randomly matching users to talk one-to-

one using either text or video. It is free and anonymous to use, with 7
no account registration or age verification. Many concerns have been -
raised about the safety and use of Omegle by children and young omegle
people.

MORE INFORMATION CAN BE FOUND HERE:

https://www.childnet.com/blog/what-is-omegle-key-things-parents-and-carers-need-to-know/

Wizz: described as “Tinder for Kids”

Wizz is a networking app which allows users to connect and chat with other
people around the world. Its principle is similar to dating platform: users
have a profile with up to three photos along with searches. If a user likes
what they see on someone’s profile, they can initiate conversation through
the instant message feature; otherwise they swipe on.

MORE INFORMATION CAN BE FOUND HERE:

https://www.bark.us/app-reviews/apps/wizz-app-review

School Photographs - Year 7 & Year 10

Dear Parent/Carer,

Vancols Photographers are pleased to confirm that the School Photographs are ready to view
using the QR code on your proof card.

If you have already scanned the QR code on the Proof and registered you will receive an auto
email notification.

If you have not done it yet, don’t panic, you can still view by scanning the QR code on your
Proof and following the instructions.

The online cut-off date for orders to be placed for free postage back to the school
is 17th October 2023.

If you did not receive your Proof with the QR code, please contact Rushden Academy
reception on 01933 350391.

Regards
Vancols Photographers


file://SVR-RA-STAFF-1/accounts$/s.attwood/Documents/180615 stationery.doc
https://www.bark.us/app-reviews/apps/wizz-app-review

Black History Month

As part of recognising and celebrating Black History Month, this week our Rushden Academy
Year 8 students have been taking part in a one-hour workshop.

These sessions aim to introduce Black History Month, to discover information and facts, to
learn more about some Black influencers, both past & present and to help students recognise
many inspiring black figures.

Mrs Ogungbadero will be running a research competition for ALL year groups this month.
Please see all details below.
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@ WhatsApp

matters.org

safety guide for
parents

16+ 58% 37%

WhatsApp's Kids aged 3-17 Kids under 13
minimum age who use who use
in the UK WhatsApp WhatsApp

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

5 tips to keep kids safe on WhatsApp

security settings to keep users safe. Customise groups, app

a 1 Review privacy settings WhatsApp has a range of privacy and
access, live location and more.

2 Customise contacts Show your child how to report and block
& unwanted contacts. Then, work with them to add their friends
and family. Review and talk about their contacts regularly.

Talk about personal information Make sure your child under-

. 3 stands what personal information is. Talk about the importance
of keeping that information private on WhatsApp.

4 Show them where to get support If something goes wrong or
O\ they see something worrying on WhatsApp, make sure they
know to come to you, and talk about other sources of support.

5 Check in regularly Once you've done all of the above, check in
° with them regularly to review settings and how they use
WhatsApp.

internet

matters.org




Geography Trip to Hunstanton

Last Thursday we took three classes of Year 11
Geography students to Hunstanton to complete
their physical and human fieldwork. Students
studying the latest geography GCSE
specification are required, as part of the course,
to take part in some fieldwork. The students are
required to collect and process primary and
secondary data in preparation for the skills
paper at the end of Year 11 in which they will be
asked a number of questions about their
fieldwork experience. This paper is worth 30%
of their final grade.

Students spent the morning on the beach
collecting data for this question - How sustainable
are the coastal management strategies that are
being used at Hunstanton on the North Norfolk
coast? They spent time in front of the cliffs looking
at the layers of rock, completing bipolar surveys
and field sketches and discussing the impact of
coastal erosion on the many stakeholders in the
area.

Students spent the afternoon in Hunstanton town
centre collecting data for this question - To what
extent is the economic success of Hunstanton
town centre dependent on tourism? To do this,
they completed a tally of the different types of retail businesses on the high street and a
basket of goods survey to investigate the cost of basic items like bread and milk.

Many students also made the most of their trip to the seaside with an ice cream or some fish
and chips.

Miss Kinsman and Mr Bocking
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This Term in German

Mr Ross's Year 7 German classes
have been researching the city their
class was named after.

There were some excellent examples
of research into the cities of Vienna
and Salzburg (both in Austria) which
were beautifully presented too.

Here are some stand-out examples
from Mason, Daisy-Mae, Joana, Olivia
and Kara. Gut gemacht!

Herr Ross
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Rushden Academy SAS

A HUGE thank you to everyone who brought in donations for our
Harvest campaign - look at how much we collected! Well done Team
Rushden - you are making a difference. Special shout out to 11COG,
10HW and 9WF for particularly big collections, but by far the form with
the most donations was 9SDA - WELL DONE!

Thank you to Squad EIf who helped deliver the donations to Rushden Food Bank.

Rushden Academy's Social Action Squad's (SAS) are always on the look out for opportunities
to help within the community. If you know of anywhere we could help or support please let us
know. We are looking for one off opportunities, short term commitments and long term

projects.
To contact the Social Action Squad, email socialactionsquad@rushden-academy.net.
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Antarctica Day

Antarctica Day is celebrated every year on December 1st. This year, we have signed up to
celebrate it with the UK Polar Network and students were invited to enter a competition to
design a flag which will be sent over to Antarctica and photographed by researchers.

Antarctica is the fifth largest continent of the world at 14 million square kilometres and is
covered in permanent continental ice. The ice is distributed in two major ice sheets, the East
Antarctic and the West Antarctic, plus there’s shelf ice, extending over the sea water.

Unlike the Arctic, which at its centre is an ocean, Antarctica is a landmass that is surrounded
by the Southern Ocean. A permanent, massive ice sheet on Antarctica covers 98% of the
continent and contains the major freshwater reserves of the globe.

On December 1st 1959, 12 nations signed the Antarctic Treaty, setting aside 10% of the
Earth, “forever to be used exclusively for peaceful purposes in the interest of mankind.” The
treaty controls how Antarctica can be used. No country can claim ownership of Antarctica but
it can be used for scientific research. There are now 56 countries signed up to the Antarctic
Treaty.

To celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the Antarctic Treaty, OUR SPACES set up Antarctica
Day in 2010 and designing flags is one way people celebrate it worldwide.

| would like to say a massive thank you to all students who took part who have each received
5 TRPs for participation. The runners up are:

Third place receiving 10 TRPs is Jewel R - Year 7 with this detailed entry:
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Antarctica Day

Second place receiving 25 TRPs is Freya T - Year 7 with this creative one:
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The winner, who has received 50 TRPs
and whose flag will be sent over to be
photographed in Antarctica, is Libby T -
Year 7:

| look forward to seeing a little piece of
Rushden in Antarctica!

Miss Kinsman
Head of Humanities




Library News

THE
What a fantastic evening we had last night! Instead of ‘The | HUNGER

Hunger Games’ we held ‘The Library Games’ which was Heroes | LieRARY
Vs Villains S

We had Hoopla, Tin-can Alley & the Coin-Drop - with any
winners getting a choice of chocolate ‘Heroes’
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It was lovely to see so many people having a really good
look around our fantastic library & thankfully some of our
wonderful Student Library Assistants were on hand to
help us out! Thank you Marc, Victoria, Nelvin, Ben, Callum & Ellie - you were awesome!

I - -

o — w‘_._ We also had a selection of our new books on
display for prospective students to have a look at
& lots of information leaflets about the library and
the Accelerated Reading programme that we run
here for all students in Year 7 & 8.

We also gave the children visiting (& parents!) the
opportunity to tell us what ‘Reading is..” to them -
there were some excellent answers!
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Gresham College Free Webinar Lectures

Every year Gresham College offer a fantastic opportunity for students to stretch and develop
their understand of a subject area they want to know more about. They host online lectures,
covering a multitude of fascinating subjects, which students can watch for free.

These are particularly good resources for students considering A-levels in particular subjects
and gives them a taste of University life with the lecture experience.

Please see below the lectures available in October and let us know which ones you have

signed up for!

For more information, please visit: https://www.gresham.ac.uk/whats-on?see-all

Or contact Miss Neville: j.neville@rushden-academy.net

Date Time Topic Link

Tues 17" Oct 6pm |Iran Constitutional Revolution of 1906 | https://www.gresham.ac.uk/whats-on/
Subject link- History iran-1906

Weds 18" Oct |4pm |Astronomy and the Forging of Mathe- | https://www.gresham.ac.uk/whats-on/
matical Communities bshm-2024
Subject link- Mathematics

Thurs 19" Oct  |6pm |Plato and the Idea of Political Office https://www.gresham.ac.uk/whats-on/
Subject link- Politics, ethics plato-office

Tues 24™ Oct 6pm | Brain Computer Interfaces https://www.gresham.ac.uk/whats-on/
Subject link- Technology brain-computer

Weds 25" Oct |6pm |The Marvels of the Solar System https://www.gresham.ac.uk/whats-on/
Subject link- Astronomy solar-marvels

Thurs 26" Oct |6pm | Twentieth- Century Divas: Barbra https://www.gresham.ac.uk/whats-on/
Streisand streisand
Subject link- Music

Tues 31 Oct 6pm | Markets and Marxism: USA, USSR https://www.gresham.ac.uk/whats-on/

and China
Subject link- Economics

ussr-china
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Performing Arts Update

Drama:

This week year 7 have started to incorporate vocal skills into their work. They have been
working with the story of George’s Marvellous Medicine by Roald Dahl and bringing to life the
first 2 pages thinking about how they use their vocal skills. Miss Jardine has been really
impressed with her tear 7 groups and their ability to use their vocal skills to communicate
character. Well done year 7!

Dance:

This term our year 10 BTEC dancers have officially started their Component 1 course work.
Students have been working rigorously towards researching and writing up their findings of
the professional performance ‘A Linha Curva’. A Linha Curva choreographed by Itzik Galili is a
dynamic dance performance showcasing various styles including Samba, Capoeira and
Contemporary.

Music:

This week year 7 have been showing their skills in their singing performances. It has been
lovely to see both the year 7’s and the year 8 Rap groups being so supportive of their peers
during their performances, as it is the first time many of our students have performed to an
audience. It has been great to watch the student’s confidence grow and get to witness future
performers show their talents in music!

High School Musical Junior:

This week sees the return of the KS3 Musical auctions. We have had lots of brave KS3
students sign up to audition today! There has been lots of brilliant commitment shown this
week and we have had numerous students asking to rehearse at lunchtimes. We held an
audition prep session on Monday which was well received and seemed to help lots of the
auditionees.

As a department, we are very excited to see the emerging talent of our younger students and
wish every single one of them good luck with their auditions!

4 )

For any students that are interested in taking up instrument lessons this term -
please get in touch with Mrs Ede! We currently offer string, piano, guitar, drum and
singing lessons but if you are interested in other instrument please let us know and
we will try and source the provision!

j.ede@rushden-academy.net
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After School Clubs Timetable

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

Netball Basketball  Fitness Football
(Year (Year Suite (Year
Groups will | Groups will Groups will
Train Play Train
Separately) Separately) Separately)

Please note, clubs are for boys and girls of oll ages,
everyone is welcome! Clubs are free and all you need
to do is go to the changing rooms after school, get
changed and get involved!

Library Extra-Curricular Activities

Monday Tuesday
& | g
LGN
o o ;
A e D)

Wednesday Thursday

Friday
Lunch-time After-School Lunch-time After-School

LT 2 g
: . [Faing
Ha

Lii]
Jigsaws

NB: For any after-school activities you'll need to get a parental consent letter from
the Library.




TOVE

LEARNING TRUST

Literacy Challenge

This term’s affix is the suffix “dis-”, which gives the meaning of
“opposite”. Affixing “dis-" allows you to reverse the meaning of
many verbs, e.g advantage 0 DISadvantage.

1.There can be a huge between
the rich and the poor.

2.The hurricane has the potential to

many of the town’s

inhabitants.

3.Her parents threatened to her
if she didn’t go back to school.

4.The soldier will be severely punished
for his decisionto ______the general’s
orders.

5.John clenched his jaw as he didn’t want
to himself by crying.

Choose from the list
of dis- words to
complete the
sentences opposite:

1. Disown

2 Disparity
3 Displace
4 Disgrace
5 Disobey

Good to know: An affix is morpheme that is attached to a word stem to change the meaning of the word e.g.
the affix un + happy = not happy.
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Literacy SUPER Challenge

Which dis- words would you choose to complete the
following sentences?

1. My boss's desk is a mess and she never knows where to
find anything because she is completely

2. Hands-free devices in cars are not considered safe as they
still cause the driver to be

3. The team felt very when they lost
the match.

4. My boyfriend and | share the same thoughts about a lot of
things so we rarely
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Numeracy Problem of the Week

Which of the following has the greatest value?
A) 50% of 10
B) 40% of 20
C) 30% of 30
D) 20% of 40
E) 10% of 50

Last weeks solution: 21
Join the Google Classroom code h2fcjll to submit your answer




Year 11 Mock Timetable - November 2023
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January TENC BTEC Exam Timetable
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Stars of the Week

Congratulations to the following students for achieving star of the week.

STARS OF THE WEEK

Dept: English

STARS OF THE WEEK

Dept: Humanities

Alicio
Year 1|
Miss Ricley

Jonathan
Year 11
M Odicy

STARS OF THE WEEK

Dept: Science




Stars of the Week

Congratulations to the following students for achieving star of the week.

STARS OF THE WEEK

Dept: IT & Business

STARS OF THE WEEK

Dept: Maths

STARS OF THE WEEK

Dept: PE & Child Development

Kecley
Year 10
Mrs Harris

*




Stars of the Week

Congratulations to the following students for achieving star of the week.

STARS OF THE WEEK

Dept: Performing Arts

STARS OF THE WEEK

Dept: MFL

Efhan
Year 8
Mrs
Charfton




How to Access Go4Schools

Go4Schools is the online system that Rushden Academy uses to track student attendance,
student progress and student behaviour.

Students and parents can access this at home to keep up to date, by checking timetables and
behaviour events. Student progress reports will be published through Go4Schools 3 times a
year.

Please follow the instructions below to access Go4Schools.

Student access to Go4Schools

*

*

*

Go to the Go4Schools student access page (on the top right of the Go4Schools home
page)

Type in your school email address in the first time user box (your computer login in
followed by @Rushden-academy.net)

First-time User?

If you haven't logged on to GO 4 Students before, type your email address and click the "pleass send me a password"
button.

Email address:

Please note, if you are having problems with your password please contact your
school. For Data Protection reasons we are unable to divulge or set passwords for
students ourselves.

_ Pleass send me a password |

This will send you an email link with your password

Login with your new password

Parental access to Go4Schools

¢

*

¢

*

Go to the Go4Schools parent access page

Enter your email address (the one Rushden Academy contacts you on) in the first time
user box

This will send you an email link with your password

Login with your new password

If you haven’t received an email in 5 minutes, please double check you have your email typed
in correctly and ask them to send the password again. If you have any problems accessing
Go4Schools do not hesitate to contact the academy.

You also have access to the Go4Schools app that can be downloaded from the Apple Store or
Google Play.

Mr P Bocking
Assistant Principal



'WELLBEING DROP-IN SERVICES
FOR 11-18 YEAR OLDS IN
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE

If you find yourself needing support, we're here to
listen and help in your time of need.

Book an appointment by calling the numbers provided or |
drop in during our opening times. \

Espresso
Yourself Café

Monday's & Friday's 4pm - 8pm ’
the lowdown, 3 Kingswell Street, Wednesday's 4pm - 8pm

Northampton, NN1 1PP - 01601 631385 Time 2 Talk, Chaniry House, 88 Watling
Street, Towcester, Northants, NN12 681

Tuesday's 4pm - 8pm 07385 295008 - 01327 706706
Youth Works at Corby Mind, 18 Argyll
St. Corby, NN17 1RU - 01536 518339 Thursday's 4pm - 8pm

Youth Works, 97 Rockingham Rd,
Tvesday's 3pm - 7pm Kettering, NN16 9HX - 01536 518339

Service Six, Rounds Methodist Church,
Brook Street, Raunds NN9 6LP -
01933 271520

Saturday's 10am - 2pm

Service Six, 15 Sassoon Mews,
Wellingborough NN8 3LT - 01933 277520

Wednesday's Apm - {!pm Saturday's 12pm - 4pm
CHAT Youth Counselling, Souster Youth

Building, 30 Market Road, Thrapston, &"‘Zﬂ?‘x':'Nzri;ﬁezig‘,"':ggfgg“e'
NNIL BJU - 01832 271129 '
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Are you looking for a career change? Are you interested in
training to teach?

Rushden Academy has a proven track
record in successfully supporting trainee
teachers on programmes leading to QTS.
Many of our staff, past and present, have
been trained at the school and an even
larger number have completed main
placements and second placements here
before securing teaching jobs elsewhere.

As a school with a strong and successful

record for training new teachers to the profession, Rushden Academy works closely with
School Centered Initial Teacher Training (SCITT) providers to provide fully supported and
mentored school placements on a variety of routes.

If you are interested in a new career or are looking for more information about routes into
teaching, then please contact Gail Brainwood, Assistant Principal on 01933 350391 or by
email: g.brainwood@Rushden-academy.net

Are You Eligible for Free School Meals?

If you are in receipt of any of the following, your child may be eligible for free school meals.

e Income Support

e Income based Job Seekers Allowance

e Income related Employment and Support Allowance

e Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

e Child Tax Credit, with no element of Working Tax Credit, and a household income below
£16,190 (as assessed by HM Revenue and Customs)

e Guarantee Element of State Pension Credit

e Universal Credit - income dependant

You can check your eligibility and apply for free school meals through Northampton County
Council by clicking here.


https://northamptonshire-self.achieveservice.com/service/Apply_for_free_school_meals___NNC
mailto:g.brainwood@rushden-academy.net
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