
 

 

 
Team Rushden - United we stand, divided we fall  

Dear Parent / Carer  

This week has brought with it much cooler weather and a 

return to full uniform including blazers. Thank you for your 

continued support in ensuring that your child comes to 

school dressed smartly in full uniform; it is greatly 

appreciated. 

For our new Year 11 students, it was an important week for them to reflect 

on their work ethic to date as we shared their standings in the overall 

progress league table. The progress scores are unique to the individual 

student and are calculated based on comparing their current ‘working at’ 

grades, in all subjects, with their target grades. The targets are based on 

their key stage 2 SATs results which makes all scores comparable 

regardless of starting point. All students’ scores are anonymised as they 

have been allocated a country instead of  their name which only they 

know. The table of  countries is on display in the main corridor so 

students can see exactly how well they are doing so far in terms of 

progress. This has created a lot of conversation between students with 

some getting recognition for being well ahead of where they should be and 

others seeing that there is a lot of work to be done to close gaps. Next 

week, 6pm Thursday evening, will be our Year 11 (Class of 2024) launch 

evening where parents and carers will hear all about the important year 

ahead in terms of key dates, examinations and how you can support your 

child to achieve their very best. You can book your place  at this event via 

this eventbrite link https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/year-11-launch-evening-

2023-tickets-713798920787?aff=oddtdtcreator and we hope to see as 

many of you there as possible. 

For our new Year 12 students, it was meet the tutor evening on Thursday 

night where parents and carers got to meet with personal tutors to find out 

how the first couple of weeks have gone for their young adults. The step 

up from GCSEs to A Levels is a significant step up and the personal tutor 

plays a big role in supporting this transition.   

At the beginning of the week we had a phenomenal turnout for We Will 

Rock You information session and it was great to see so many children 

wanting to be a part of what is going to be an incredible production. Our 

productions are extremely inclusive with many backstage roles alongside 

the performing roles so that everyone who wants to be involved can play 

their part. 

Continues on the next page... 
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Since the launch last year, our Social Actions Squad (SAS) has gone from strength to 

strength with 63 students signed up at the last count; all ready to go and make a positive 

contribution to our local community. Mr Smart has lots of exciting events lined up for this term 

including renovating the reflection room’s garden area and going into the local care home 

where our students will play board games with the residents. I am really excited about this 

team and the significant contribution they will continue to make to our local community. 

Finally, please can I ask for your support with moderating your children’s use of social media. 

We have seen a significant increase in students being relentlessly unkind to each other on 

platforms such as snapchat and WhatsApp which schools have no jurisdiction over. These 

issues are then brought into school where they escalate so any support you can provide in 

moderating your child's use of social media would be greatly appreciated.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

Mr B Baines 

Principal 

Message From the Principal Continued... 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

In order to maintain the safety and security of all students, we have reviewed the morning and 

afternoon access to the school site. As a result of this review, the following will come into 

effect from Monday 18th September: 

 Access to the Breakfast club, 8am - 8:10am, is through the main reception entrance. Once 

students are on-site they must move directly to the canteen; 

 Spencer Park and Hayway student gates will open at 8:10am for students to access the 

school site, these gates will close at 8:25am. Students arriving late must enter through the 

main reception; 

 Spencer Park and Hayway student gates will reopen at 3pm and lock at 3:25pm. Students 

leaving the school site after this point will be escorted via reception or the Hayway student 

gate. 

 
These changes form an essential part of our continued efforts to ensure all students are safe 
at all times, we thank you for your cooperation. 
 

Mrs C Ogilvie 

Assistant Principal - Safeguarding 

 

School Gate Changes 
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Go4Schools is the online system that Rushden Academy uses to track student attendance, 

student progress and student behaviour.  

Students and parents can access this at home to keep up to date, by checking timetables and 

behaviour events. Student progress reports will be published through Go4Schools 3 times a 

year.  

Please follow the instructions below to access Go4Schools. 

Student access to Go4Schools 

 Go to the Go4Schools student access page (on the top right of the Go4Schools home 

page) 

 Type in your school email address in the first time user box (your computer login in 

followed by @Rushden-academy.net) 

 This will send you an email link with your password 

 Login with your new password 

 

Parental access to Go4Schools 

 Go to the Go4Schools parent access page 

 Enter your email address (the one Rushden Academy contacts you on) in the first time 

user box 

 This will send you an email link with your password 

 Login with your new password 

If you haven’t received an email in 5 minutes, please double check you have your email typed 

in correctly and ask them to send the password again. If you have any problems accessing 

Go4Schools do not hesitate to contact the academy. 

 

You also have access to the Go4Schools app that can be downloaded from the Apple Store or 

Google Play. 

Mr P Bocking 

Assistant Principal 

How to Access Go4Schools 



 

 4 4 

The winning entry into last week’s International Literacy Day poster competition comes from 

Ellie S in year 7.  

Her poster was chosen because we really appreciated how much time and effort she put into 

researching key facts about why literacy is so important and her great choice of colours to 

make the poster so eye catching! Our congratulations – and 50 Team Rushden Points! – go to 

Ellie!  

Mrs T Charlton 

Literacy Lead 

Literacy Poster Winner 
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Rushden Academy PE - Inspiring ALL to participate in and enjoy Physical Activity 

Why should you get involved? 

 Part of our PE Assessment - HEALTHY ME!  

 Increase your Physical Activity for a healthy lifestyle 

 Contribute to the school STARR award or your DofE Award 

 Learn new skills and practice for fixtures against other schools 

 Get outside, enjoy the weather and boost your mental health too! 

 Make new friends and socialise with others  

 Be part of a team! 

 
Competitions 

Football - Boys and Girls Fixtures 

For the first time in years, we have entered the football leagues. We have fixtures that are 

every Wednesday (for the boys) starting on the 27th September! And Thursday 28th 

September (for the girls). So please get yourselves along. If you do not attend the clubs you 

will not be able to be picked to play in the competitions.  

Netball Fixtures 

All years groups have been entered into the leagues which start on the 26th September!  

 

If you want any more information or if you have any questions then please just speak to any 

member of the PE faculty. 

PE Extra Curricular Activities 



 

 

Have a look at some of the food that has been on offer 

in the school canteen this week! And don’t forget to 

visit us next Thursday for our Greek Theme Day! 

6 6 

Rushden Canteen 



 

 7 7 



 

 8 8 

Come and swap your children’s clothes they have grown out of for ones that fit. 

Saturday 7th October 2.00pm-4.00pm 

Saturday 4th November 2.00pm-4.00pm 

Rush2theDen Fitzwilliam Street, Rushden free car parking at the Duck Street car park just 

behind the building. 

For more information please visit their Facebook page Facebook Rush2theDen 

Rush2TheDen Swap Shop 

The following subjects are offering extra support for Year 11s after school in the form of a 

Period 6, from 3pm-4pm. 

This will change throughout the year, so keep an eye out and listen to the updates from your 

head of year. 

Year 11 Period 6 Timetable 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Creative Arts Maths Drama English German 

https://www.facebook.com/RUSH2TheDEN2
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Before the summer, our current Year 8s 

worked really hard in PSHE to dig over and 

plant seeds in the raised beds behind Creative 

Arts - look how many beautiful wildflowers 

have grown because of their hard work! The 

bees and butterflies are loving it.  

Well done Year 8, and thank you for making 

our school a nicer place! 

Wellbeing Garden 

You should have received an email with information and the link to the NHS consent form for 

the flu immunisations that the school nursing team will be offering on Thursday 5th October. 

Please remember to complete the consent form in order for your child to have the vaccine.  

For more information, and to complete the form, please click here. 

Flu Immunisation Programme 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=o7rK2ZF060ieRqbnkqo_RSE60pKTmKhFqq7PXEIMcRdUOE43VThTWDZDTzFIOThUNzJLN043WktBSyQlQCN0PWcu
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Our Social Action Squad has got off to a roaring start last 

academic year! We completed three community litter 

picks, and had students join the Revolution Manchester 

trip, clearing gardens and painting a community bike 

library. 

If you have a project that you would like to see the Social 

Action Squad tackle this term, or know of anyone in our 

community who needs a helping hand, drop us a line at 

socialactionsquad@rushden-academy.net and we will see 

what we can do to help. No job too big or too small for the 

SAS! #TeamRushden #RASAS 

Rushden Academy SAS 

mailto:socialactionsquad@rushden-academy.net


 

 

For any students that are interested in taking up instrument lessons this term - 

please get in touch with Mrs Ede! We currently offer string, piano, guitar, drum and 

singing lessons but if you are interested in other instrument please let us know and 

we will try and source the provision! 

j.ede@rushden-academy.net 

11 11 

mailto:j.ede@rushden-academy.net
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Congratulations to the following students for achieving star of the week. 

Stars of the Week 
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Aspens is our chosen provider for meal service at Rushden 

Academy.  

We push the boundaries here with really interesting dishes that grab a lot of attention in the 

world of food. We understand that tastes are expanding and students are keen for the chance 

of new food experiences. We also don’t forget that familiarity and comfort are what so many 

want, so we have plenty of choices to fit the bill. With important learning to be done, we make 

sure that we are feeding healthy minds as well bodies.  

Streateries is our main secondary meal offer. With food drawing on Asian, African, Caribbean 

and more traditional fare, the menu includes street food dishes and handheld versions with 

vegetarian and vegan choices and sides available.  

Our Deli Kitchen builds on the popularity of our standard hot and cold deli offers to provide 

more substantial meals at our grab and go counter. 

If you have any special dietary requirements, don’t forget to let the school know so that you 

can be catered for,  

 

The menu rotates on a three-week basis and refreshes for Autumn/Winter and Spring/

Summer seasons. Take a look below for a peak at their menu for September! 

Aspens Catering 
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Aspens Catering 
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Join us for 'Handling Anger in the Family' in September 

 

4 weekly online sessions, starting on Monday 18th 

September - 9th October from 7:30-9:30pm. 

Registration includes accompanying parent handbook 

(RRP. £9.99), additional resources and goodies. 

£12.50 per household (bursary places are available).  

Book here 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us for 'Time Out for Parents - Children with 

Special Needs' in September 

 

7 weekly online sessions, starting on Thursday 28th 

September - 16th November from 12:45-2:45pm. 

Registration includes accompanying parent handbook 

(RRP £9.99), additional resources and goodies. 

£20 per household (bursary places are available). 

Book here 

 

 

 

 

Join us for 'Time Out for Parents - Dads' in November 

 

5 online workshops for anyone fulfilling the role of dad, 

starting on Tuesday 7th November - 5th December from 

7:30-9:30pm. 

Registration includes accompanying parent handbook 

(RRP £9.99), additional resources and goodies. 

£15 per dad (bursary places are available). 

Book here 

Time Out For Parents Courses 

https://hopeforfamilies.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bcc4d043c1f96efc06e53bcab&id=6cdeb0828f&e=0711b1799c
https://hopeforfamilies.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bcc4d043c1f96efc06e53bcab&id=3579a66c30&e=0711b1799c
https://hopeforfamilies.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bcc4d043c1f96efc06e53bcab&id=74b7c6c9b4&e=0711b1799c
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Are You Eligible for Free School Meals? 

If you are in receipt of any of the following, your child may be eligible for free school meals. 

• Income Support 

• Income based Job Seekers Allowance 

• Income related Employment and Support Allowance 

• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• Child Tax Credit, with no element of Working Tax Credit, and a household income below 
£16,190 (as assessed by HM Revenue and Customs) 

• Guarantee Element of State Pension Credit 

• Universal Credit - income dependant 

You can check your eligibility and apply for free school meals through Northampton County 
Council by clicking here. 

22 22 

Rushden Academy has a proven track 

record in successfully supporting trainee 

teachers on programmes leading to QTS. 

Many of our staff, past and present, have 

been trained at the school and an even 

larger number have completed main 

placements and second placements here 

before securing teaching jobs elsewhere. 

As a school with a strong and successful 

record for training new teachers to the profession, Rushden Academy works closely with 

School Centered Initial Teacher Training (SCITT) providers to provide fully supported and 

mentored school placements on a variety of routes. 

If you are interested in a new career or are looking for more information about routes into 

teaching, then please contact Gail Brainwood, Assistant Principal on 01933 350391 or by 

email: g.brainwood@Rushden-academy.net  

Are you looking for a career change? Are you interested in 
training to teach? 

https://northamptonshire-self.achieveservice.com/service/Apply_for_free_school_meals___NNC
mailto:g.brainwood@rushden-academy.net
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