
 

 

 
Team Rushden - United we stand, divided we fall  

Dear Parent / Carer  

I can’t believe how quickly this academic year has flown by; 

it seems like only yesterday I was waiting for the students 

to arrive for my first day as Principal of Rushden Academy. 

What a year it has been with so many incredible moments, 

experiences and performances from our talented students, 

and the final week has been no exception. As is always the case in the 

final week, assemblies were led by Heads of Year and were focused solely 

on celebrating the students’ achievements. It never ceases to humble me 

to see our incredible students being rewarded for so many things and it 

was a lovely way to end the year. 

On Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday we welcomed the community into 

school to watch our school production of Chicago. It is very difficult to find 

words to describe just how amazing the show was and so I am going to 

settle on stunning; utterly stunning. Thank you to everyone who came to 

watch the show and support our talented students. It was an emotional 

one with lots of tears on the final night from parents and students alike but 

particularly from Kyra, McKenzie and Lottie as this show ends an era for 

them. All three of them blew the audience away with their lead 

performances and should be very very proud of themselves. 

Reflecting back on the year there are too many fantastic moments to 

choose from, all of which have cemented in my mind just what a special 

community we have here at Rushden Academy. However, I do want to 

mention a few highlights. Firstly, the shows, Bugsy Malone, Chicago, 

Rushden’s Got Talent, the Christmas showcase and more, all of which 

gave our students the opportunity to shine and my heartfelt thanks go to 

the performing arts team for putting them together. Secondly, I would like 

to mention sports day which is always one of my favourite days of the 

school year but it is a particularly special day here at Rushden. Thirdly, the 

work of the social action squad and their efforts in cleaning up and making 

positive contributions to our local community to make it a nicer 

environment for us all. Finally, getting the ‘Good’ judgement from Ofsted 

for the first time in the school’s history which the staff, students and wider 

community truly deserved. Each day I come into this school I am amazed 

by how polite, respectful and caring our students are which makes it a 

genuine pleasure to come to work.   

 

Continues on the next page… 
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I would like to finish by saying a huge thank you to all the staff who work tirelessly to support 

your children both academically and pastorally to ensure that they have everything they need 

to succeed. I would also like to thank you as parents and carers for supporting everything we 

do here at Rushden Academy; it is greatly appreciated. 

May I wish you all a restful and happy summer break whatever your plans and we look 

forward to welcoming the students back to school on Tuesday 5th September. 

Yours sincerely, 

Mr B Baines 

Principal 

Message From the Principal Continued... 

After 34 years of hard work and dedication to the school Kim Lowe has decided to retire. We 

wish her the best for the future. She will be greatly missed by staff and students.  

After 34 Years, Kim Lowe Retires 



 

 3 3 

Our Social Action Squad has got off to a roaring start this 

term! We've done three community litter picks, and had 

students join the Revolution Manchester trip, clearing 

gardens and painting a community bike library. 

If you have a project that you would like to see the Social 

Action Squad tackle next term, or know of anyone in our 

community who needs a helping hand, drop us a line at 

socialactionsquad@rushden-academy.net and we will see 

what we can do to help. No job too big or too small for the 

SAS! #TeamRushden #RASAS 

Rushden Academy SAS 

Have a look at the Northamptonshire Children’s Trust’s newsletter for July to find out what is 

happening in our area over the summer.  

https://sway.office.com/EZxl6KdU6wBYJNx3?ref=Link  

Stay Connected Newsletter 

mailto:socialactionsquad@rushden-academy.net
https://sway.office.com/EZxl6KdU6wBYJNx3?ref=Link
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This term in Geography, year 9 pupils have been learning about what makes cities 

sustainable before having a go at designing their own sustainable cities. This is a great 

example by Brooklyn, Jessica and Amelia - not only did they fully explain how each feature 

adds to the social, economic and environmental sustainability of the city, but it is 

beautifully presented too - well done girls!  

Mr W Ross 

 

This Term in Geography 

Encourage them to use the  Shout Textline offers you free, 24/7 text messaging support, 

wherever you are in the UK. Text SHOUT to 85258 to start chatting to a trained volunteer. 

Young Minds also have a Parent Helpline if you would like to talk to someone and get 

advice.  More information can be found here:  https://www.youngminds.org.uk/parent/parents-

helpline-and-webchat/ 

In a crisis -   the CAMHS/CYPMHS Crisis Team is open 24/7 and can be accessed by calling 

0800 170 7055 

WORRIED ABOUT A CHILD?  Key contact details can be found here:  https://www.rushden-

academy.net/kf/sg 

Is Your Child Struggling with Mental Health? 

https://giveusashout.org/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/parent/parents-helpline-and-webchat/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/parent/parents-helpline-and-webchat/
https://www.rushden-academy.net/kf/sg
https://www.rushden-academy.net/kf/sg
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This term all Key stage 3 students participated in a 

bridge building project in Science. Students worked 

in groups to build a bridge from recycled materials. 

The aim was to build a bridge that can hold the 

most weight, but also a bridge that looks good and 

shows innovation.  

The students really impressed the Science 

department, and the winning bridges held a 

collective weight off 66kg!! 

The year 7 bridge held 20kg, the year 8 bridge held 

16kg and the year 9 bridge did not even break with 

30kg on it. Well done to all Key Stage 3 students.  

Mr B Van Niekerk 

STEM in Science 
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Accelerated Reader 

This year the Year 7 and 8 students have done exceptionally well with their reading journeys. 

As a school we have more students becoming Word Millionaires than ever before (with some 

reaching a much larger total…) and more 100% correct book quizzes too. A fantastic effort by 

both year groups and they are to be commended and celebrated. 

In Year 7, there has been a battle between 7PD and 7LHU as to which form will have reached 

the highest word count. However, in this last term a silent runner has suddenly snuck up and 

overtaken both of them. So a massive well done to 7RMC, our Form Of The Year, with a word 

count of  11,535,744. 

In Year 8, with two particularly exceptional students in Olivia D. and Ben R, who reached over 

9 million and 10 million words, respectively, two forms were clear front runners and indeed, 

the top form was 8GO with the grand total of 17,327,119, However, another form have had 

more of a collective effort and so our Form Of The Year goes to 8ABR, with an also incredible 

11,371,627. 

In the end of year rewards assembly, we handed out 8 certificates, for millionaires, double, 

triple, quadruple and even decuple millionaires. It’s absolutely amazing, well done to all of our 

millionaires over this academic year. 

 

Total for Year 7: 60,435490  (895 100% correct quizzes) 

Total for Year 8: 69,587,675 (618 100% correct quizzes) 

 

The total words successfully read and quizzed by both year groups is: 130,023,165!!  

 

 

ePlatform 

Students still have access to our ePlatform over the summer holiday. They can read on their 

phones, tablets, PCs, via the website or download the app.  

https://rushdenacademy.eplatform.co/ 

Student login: school email 

Password: School123 

You can set a different password once logged in.  

 

Library News 

https://rushdenacademy.eplatform.co/


 

 

Free Swimming available for under 18-year-olds in SUMMER school holidays 

Every Weekday, Monday to Friday from Monday 31st July to Friday 25th August 2023. (All 

bookings can only be made a week in advance) 

 

Waendal Leisure Centre Wellingborough (01933 221622) 

(Main pool only) From 1:35pm to 2.55pm 

Kettering Swimming Pool (01536 234409) 

From 1:30pm to 3pm   

The Nene Centre Thrapston (01832 734090) 

From 1pm to 2:30pm 

SPLASH leisure pool Rushden (01933 410505) 

From 11am to 12pm and 12pm to 1pm 

Corby International Swimming Pool (01536 464643) 

From 11am to 12:30pm 

 

All young people under 8 years old must be accompanied by a paying adult. 

North Northants Free Swimming Sessions 

On Monday 24th July, CEOP are launching #CEOPSummerChallenge, six weeks of thematic 

challenges for parents and carers to complete with their children. 

The challenge aims to support parents and carers to talk regularly with their children about 

being online and how to be safer. Each week, parents and carers can choose one challenge 

(or more if they wish!), from four options per age group, for ages 4 to 11 and 11+. Topics 

covered in the challenge will be: 

Week 1: online security 

Week 2: a balanced view of being online 

Week 3: sharing photos online 

Week 4: socialising online 

Week 5: online videos 

Week 6: online gaming 

You can follow the challenge on their  Facebook (Click CEOP), where you can look out for 

posts every Monday. 

#CEOPSummerChallenge  

7 7 

https://thinkuknow.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2ae276529dabe14cecc1d261e&id=f0e6f86ce3&e=43a1f90da3


 

 

Have a look at some of the photos from Sports Day. We 

all had great fun and can’t wait for next year! 

Sports Day 

8 8 
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WOW! What can we say? This week has been such an incredible display of what 

commitment, talent and passion can achieve. The entire cast, and crew have been the most 

dedicated group of individuals since the start of September. This show really has been a 

labour of love and the results really do speak for themselves. 

The professionalism that our students display is truly something they should be proud of and 

we, as a department, are grateful of how they hold themselves and the maturity they show. 

We couldn't be happier with the results of the show and every single person involved 

deserves a huge congratulations…and a well deserved rest. 

Have an excellent summer and we will see you next year for the musical madness to 

continue. 

Chicago Teen Edition 
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We took 15 of our year 9 students who have chosen Sport as their option next year to the 

University of Northampton for a day of activities and to experience University life.   

First up we had a session on Team Values in Sports where our students discussed then 

demonstrated these values in a practical activity. This was a fun start to our day.  

Our next session was Sports Journalism, one that most of our students went in with the idea 

that this was going to be boring, but came out the other end happy and some students saying 

they would consider this as an option for them. They got to film, commentate, do sound 

checks and interview sports people, they got their eyes opened to how many different 

opportunities there are in Sports Journalism.   

Our last activity was inclusive Sport, our 

students were amazing in this session, they 

were able to adapt simple sporting activities 

to make them inclusive for everyone to take 

part in.   

We finished the day with a tour of the 

university where our students got to see 

student accommodation, ask questions and 

be amongst students of the university.  

Our students were a credit to Rushden 

Academy and got the most out of the day. It 

was certainly a  day enjoyed by all, 

we look forward to returning next 

year.  

Year 9 University of Northampton Trip 
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Dear Parents & Carers,  

You may have seen about Measles in the 

news lately so we thought that we would 

send you some information.  

The news focuses mainly on London at the moment, but we are worried that measles may 

spread rapidly causing outbreaks.  

In North Northamptonshire not as many MMR vaccines have been given as we would like. 

The figures show a good number have had their first MMR but then not had their second 

dose, these two doses provide immunity (protection) for a whole lifetime.  

Measles is an illness which is very easily passed on to others. However, it is very easy to 

prevent too. The MMR vaccine (Measles, Mumps and Rubella, which is also known as 

German Measles) is usually given at 1 year old and a second dose at three years old – see 

the vaccinations your or your child should have and when here UK immunisation programme | 

North Northamptonshire Council (northnorthants.gov.uk)  

This tells you more about the MMR MMR (measles, mumps and rubella) vaccine - NHS 

(www.nhs.uk)  

If you are not sure if your child or children has had their MMR you can check in your child’s 

red book, or contact your GP surgery. Or you can go here eRedbook - The Digital Red Book 

For Parents  

If your child is over 13 you can access online records. You can do the same for yourself using 

the NHS app or NHS website. First, you need to register for online services and prove who 

you are. You can do this when you create an account. How to get your medical records - NHS 

(www.nhs.uk)  

Don’t worry if you or your child are not up to date, these can be given at any time at your GP 

Practice. You do not need a Drs appointment as the MMR can be given by other staff such as 

nurses. It won’t cost you anything as its free on the NHS.  

These are the main signs and symptoms to look out for Measles - NHS (www.nhs.uk)  

If your child is unwell and you suspect it might be measles call 111 or let your GP practice 

know, they may do a phone appointment with you. This is because measles is easily passed 

on to others.  

You may be asked to do a test for measles (and mumps and rubella) infection and send it off. 

This is done by gently brushing the teeth and gums with a sponge on a stick (swab) and is 

painless even in young children or babies.  

If you think you have measles stay off nursery, school, or work for at least 4 days from when 

the rash first appears.  

Also try to avoid close contact with babies, people who are pregnant and people with 

weakened immune systems, these are especially at risk from measles.  

Susan Hamilton  

Interim Director of Public Health - North Northamptonshire Council  

Measles Parent Letter 

https://www.northnorthants.gov.uk/health-protection/immunisation/uk-immunisation-programme
https://www.northnorthants.gov.uk/health-protection/immunisation/uk-immunisation-programme
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/vaccinations/mmr-vaccine/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/vaccinations/mmr-vaccine/
https://www.eredbook.org.uk/
https://www.eredbook.org.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/using-the-nhs/about-the-nhs/how-to-get-your-medical-records/
https://www.nhs.uk/using-the-nhs/about-the-nhs/how-to-get-your-medical-records/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/measles/
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Aspens is our chosen provider for meal service at Rushden 

Academy.  

We push the boundaries here with really interesting dishes that grab a lot of attention in the 

world of food. We understand that tastes are expanding and students are keen for the chance 

of new food experiences. We also don’t forget that familiarity and comfort are what so many 

want, so we have plenty of choices to fit the bill. With important learning to be done, we make 

sure that we are feeding healthy minds as well bodies.  

Streateries is our main secondary meal offer. With food drawing on Asian, African, Caribbean 

and more traditional fare, the menu includes street food dishes and handheld versions with 

vegetarian and vegan choices and sides available.  

Our Deli Kitchen builds on the popularity of our standard hot and cold deli offers to provide 

more substantial meals at our grab and go counter. 

If you have any special dietary requirements, don’t forget to let the school know so that you 

can be catered for,  

 

The menu rotates on a three-week basis and refreshes for Autumn/Winter and Spring/

Summer seasons. Take a look below for a peak at their menu for September! 

Aspens Catering 



 

 13 13 

Aspens Catering 
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Join us for 'Handling Anger in the Family' in September 

 

4 weekly online sessions, starting on Monday 18th 

September - 9th October from 7:30-9:30pm. 

Registration includes accompanying parent handbook 

(RRP. £9.99), additional resources and goodies. 

£12.50 per household (bursary places are available).  

Book here 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us for 'Time Out for Parents - Children with 

Special Needs' in September 

 

7 weekly online sessions, starting on Thursday 28th 

September - 16th November from 12:45-2:45pm. 

Registration includes accompanying parent handbook 

(RRP £9.99), additional resources and goodies. 

£20 per household (bursary places are available). 

Book here 

 

 

 

 

Join us for 'Time Out for Parents - Dads' in November 

 

5 online workshops for anyone fulfilling the role of dad, 

starting on Tuesday 7th November - 5th December from 

7:30-9:30pm. 

Registration includes accompanying parent handbook 

(RRP £9.99), additional resources and goodies. 

£15 per dad (bursary places are available). 

Book here 

Time Out For Parents Courses 

https://hopeforfamilies.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bcc4d043c1f96efc06e53bcab&id=6cdeb0828f&e=0711b1799c
https://hopeforfamilies.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bcc4d043c1f96efc06e53bcab&id=3579a66c30&e=0711b1799c
https://hopeforfamilies.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bcc4d043c1f96efc06e53bcab&id=74b7c6c9b4&e=0711b1799c
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Year 7 pupils in German classes have been learning about Germany and its 16 different 

regions (Bundeslander). Pupils were working in small groups to research all about one of the 

regions, then present their findings to the rest of their class.  

This has been a hugely enjoyable and interesting project for the pupils (and Mr Ross!), and I 

am sure you will agree that their presentations are fantastic.  

Well done year 7!   

 

Kai and Ben researched the region of Bavaria  

This Term in MFL 
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This Term in MFL 
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This Term in MFL 

Michael and Hebe worked on the region North-Rhine Westphalia  
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This Term in MFL 

Chloe and Lilly researched the Hessen region  
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This Term in MFL 

Kyree and Leland looked at Saxony  



 

 20 20 

This Term in MFL 
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This Term in MFL 

Connie, Leila, Shayna and Tatenda worked on the capital city (and also a Bundesland), 

Berlin. Wunderbar!  
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This Term in MFL 
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This Term in MFL 
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NHFT are holding a Focus Group on the 2nd August to try to understand young people’s 

experiences regarding eating disorders and body image. We would love to get your input and 

opinions in the focus group to ensure our services are as good as they can be. For more 

information see the poster below/attached. We can provide transport to the focus group if 

needed. For more information please feel free to contact us. 

  

NHFT Focus Group: Body Image & Eating Disorders 
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How to Stay Secure Online 

The National Cyber Security Centre (NCSC) have released a great free interactive resource 

for KS3 students about how to stay secure online. Students can learn and participate in 

aspects such as cyber scams in games and social media where learners can make choices of 

the character and watch how they play out. 

More information and access to the video can be found HERE. 

 

Reporting Online threats 

If a young person is threatened online they need to be able to judge whether this is a 

hypothetical or credible threat, this is because social media companies will treat the incident 

differently. Realistically this means that if the threatening account/actor is reported the 

company will either not deal with the matter at all (hypothetical) or will (should) deal with the 

threat if it is reported. It is important that students understand this because advice many of 

them receive is to 'block and report.' That is good advice, but it depends on the situation, in 

this case whether it is a threat and whether it is credible. 

To help you with this, SWGfL and their website Report Harmful Content has a brief 

explanation of both types of threat, and very usefully have a list of common social media plus 

a few games which links directly to their reporting/advice page. You can find the page HERE. 

 

Apps to Help Kids Get Active 

In this beautiful weather we're having and with the summer break just around the corner it's 

important that we all get outside and soak up the goodness. This can be difficult for parents 

whose children seem super-glued to their devices so Internet Matters have put together a 

useful advice page with a list of different apps for children of all ages to get them motivated. 

You can find the advice page HERE. 

 

Online Safety Resources 

https://esafety-adviser.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cbd59b76f0e1ad9db768db345&id=f8bec1e8f8&e=d4ac9cd963
https://esafety-adviser.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cbd59b76f0e1ad9db768db345&id=3b88838141&e=d4ac9cd963
https://esafety-adviser.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cbd59b76f0e1ad9db768db345&id=f13f7372e9&e=d4ac9cd963
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Free Parent Workshop 
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Congratulations to the following students for achieving star of the week. 

Stars of the Week 
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Congratulations to the following students for achieving star of the week. 

Stars of the Week 
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Congratulations to the following students for achieving star of the week. 

Stars of the Week 
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Go4Schools is the online system that Rushden Academy uses to track student attendance, 

student progress and assign homework tasks.  

Students and parents can access this at home to keep up to date, by checking timetables and 

homework deadlines. Student progress reports will be published through Go4Schools 3 times 

a year.  

Please follow the instructions below to access Go4Schools. 

Student access to Go4Schools 

 Go to the Go4Schools student access page (on the top right of the Go4Schools home 

page) 

 Type in your school email address in the first time user box (your computer login in 

followed by @Rushden-academy.net) 

 This will send you an email link with your password 

 Login with your new password 

 

Parental access to Go4Schools 

 Go to the Go4Schools parent access page 

 Enter your email address (the one Rushden Academy contacts you on) in the first time 

user box 

 This will send you an email link with your password 

 Login with your new password 

If you haven’t received an email in 5 minutes, please double check you have your email typed 

in correctly and ask them to send the password again. If you have any problems accessing 

Go4Schools do not hesitate to contact the academy. 

 

You also have access to the Go4Schools app that can be downloaded from the Apple Store or 

Google Play. 

Mr P Bocking 

Assistant Principal 

How to Access Go4Schools 



 

 

Are You Eligible for Free School Meals? 

If you are in receipt of any of the following, your child may be eligible for free school meals. 

• Income Support 

• Income based Job Seekers Allowance 

• Income related Employment and Support Allowance 

• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• Child Tax Credit, with no element of Working Tax Credit, and a household income below 
£16,190 (as assessed by HM Revenue and Customs) 

• Guarantee Element of State Pension Credit 

• Universal Credit - income dependant 

You can check your eligibility and apply for free school meals through Northampton County 
Council by clicking here. 
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Rushden Academy has a proven track 

record in successfully supporting trainee 

teachers on programmes leading to QTS. 

Many of our staff, past and present, have 

been trained at the school and an even 

larger number have completed main 

placements and second placements here 

before securing teaching jobs elsewhere. 

As a school with a strong and successful 

record for training new teachers to the profession, Rushden Academy works closely with 

School Centered Initial Teacher Training (SCITT) providers to provide fully supported and 

mentored school placements on a variety of routes. 

If you are interested in a new career or are looking for more information about routes into 

teaching, then please contact Gail Brainwood, Director for Learning on 01933 350391 or by 

email: g.brainwood@Rushden-academy.net  

Are you looking for a career change? Are you interested in 
training to teach? 

https://northamptonshire-self.achieveservice.com/service/Apply_for_free_school_meals___NNC
mailto:g.brainwood@rushden-academy.net
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