
 

 

 
Team Rushden - United we stand, divided we fall  

Dear Parent / Carer  

As always, it was a pleasure to welcome the students back 

after the half term break and hear all about what they did 

during their week off.   

I delivered assemblies this week on the topic of mental 

health and wellbeing. The aim of the assembly was to raise 

awareness of mental health issues and discuss how there have been 

significant steps forward as a nation to challenge the negative stigma 

surrounding mental health issues. I explained that every person can take 

positive action to improve their mental health by exercising regularly, 

limiting time on mobile phones - particularly social media - and by eating 

healthy meals. We also reminded students of the many different ways they 

can access support in school if they are ever worried about their own 

mental health or have concerns about a friend. 

As part of the assembly, it was fantastic to welcome Mr Noblett and Mrs 

Brainwood in to recognise the very first recipients of the Rushden STARR 

badges. These students have worked very hard to demonstrate how they 

meet the criteria for their bronze Aspire and Serve badges and it was great 

to see them receive their badges with pride.   

With Year 9 options evening taking place next Thursday between 5 and 

7pm, our Year 9 students have been undertaking various taster sessions 

to help inform their decisions about what options they want to take for their 

GCSEs. Hopefully the students have found these taster sessions useful 

and will be able to explore what the course involves further during the 

options evening next Thursday. 

Before half term, we wrote to a number of parents regarding some 

persistent uniform issues and I just wanted to say a big thank you for 

rectifying these issues over the half term break as the significant majority 

of students have returned in immaculate uniform. For the remaining few 

issues we have been in day to day contact and have loaned items of 

uniform until a permanent replacement can be sought.   

 

Continues on the next page... 

 

In this newsletter: 

• Message From 

the Principal 

• Literacy 

Challenge of the 
Week 

• Numeracy 

Problem of the 
Week 

• Cost of Living 

Support 

• Exam 

Timetables 

• Hair & Beauty at 

Rushden 
Academy 

• Library News 

• World Book Day 

2023 

• Science Update 

• Performing Arts 

Update 

• The PE Team 

Need Your Help 

• Summer 

Rewards Trips 

• World Book Day 

Voucher 

• Stars of the 

Week 

Aspire, Explore, Succeed 

24/02/2023  

 

Rushden Academy Newsletter  

Message From the Pr incipal  



 

 2 2 

Next Wednesday is the next day of proposed strike action. I will be writing to you all 

separately in relation to the plans for the day but if you work frontline for the emergency 

services or for the NHS, and if you are scheduled to be on shift/duty next Wednesday and 

would be affected by a partial closure, please can you contact the school so we can discuss 

whether we can accommodate your child. This would be considered on a case by case basis 

and evidence of employment as well as duty schedule would be needed to manage this. As 

always, my intention will be to open the school to as many students as possible with safety 

and adequate supervision driving any such decisions. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Mr B Baines 

Principal 

Message From the Principal Continued…. 
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We have received a donation of science 

related books that can be borrowed 

from our little science library outside S7 

near the sofas. Anyone who wants to 

read around the subject of science can 

surely find something of interest here. 

Just pop in to see Miss Jepson.  

Stars of the week from science have 

been receiving sweets as a little reward 

from the science team - if you have 

been star of the week please come and 

collect from S6.  

We are starting our PR2 testing 

sessions this week with year 11 sitting 

their mock paper 2s and year 9 sitting their PR2 papers, year 7 and 8 have theirs on the 8th 

and 9th respectively and year 10 have theirs on the 13th. The topics that are being covered 

have been posted to their classrooms and Seneca can be used for learning/revising content 

that will be on the tests.  

 

Year 13 BTEC students have started preliminary experiments 

for their individual projects as part of unit 6 where they 

investigate anything they want to related to science. There are 

practicals based around blood splatter as students want to go 

into forensic science, practicals on testing short term memory 

of horses due to an interest in horses, practicals into energy 

stored in different fuels because of an interest in drag racing 

cars etc.  

 

Year 7 students are starting their newest unit about energy 

cost and energy stored in fuels which is a very important topic 

to understand during the rising fuel cost in the cost of living 

crisis we are currently facing. Students have seen the energy 

content found in different food sources as well so they can 

start to make the correct decisions when choosing which foods 

to eat.  

 

Year 8 students have just finished or are just finishing their units on evolution and inheritance 

where they have learnt about natural selection, Charles Darwin, variation of populations and 

how characteristics are inherited from our parents or the environment (or both!). This is why 

you might be getting questions such as “What colour eyes did great grandad have?” as the 

students think about where their characteristics have come from.  

Science Update 
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Year 9 students over the next few weeks will be finishing a unit on either the periodic table or 

cell biology depending on which class they are in - this helps teachers share out equipment so 

there are no clashes when ordering practicals. Students may have seen practicals such as 

group 1 metals reacting with water or looking at onion or human cheek cells under a 

microscope.   

 

Year 10 students have been learning about energy changes in chemical reactions and should 

be starting atomic structure from a physics perspective which will help them recap some 

chemistry knowledge from last year. This will bring them onto radiation and seeing alpha, beta 

and gamma radiation sources.  

 

Year 11 students are very close to finishing being taught content. They have 3 units left to be 

taught (chemistry of the atmosphere, using resources - chemistry and electromagnetism from 

physics). Then we have a timetable of revision lessons where we will cover revision of content 

from years 9 and 10.  

Students should still be revising outside of lesson for example completing work on seneca, 

the weekly emails will be sent out. It is disappointing to see some students are still not 

accessing this revision resource, these are the students who are picked up on Fridays for 

detentions.  

Science Update 
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The new display in the Library is going down a storm 

with the students. The idea is to read the keywords and 

the first couple of sentences and then choose a book 

based on that. It's helping students to discover some 

books that they maybe would not have thought of 

picking off the bookshelves. We've had to replace quite 

a few already, which is fantastic.  

Library News 

World Book Day 2023 
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The World Book Day team have changed the way they are distributing their tokens this year. 

Please find an electronic copy of the token below. Some stores may ask you to print the 

token, please check with your local store before visiting to see if they will accept the electronic 

barcode on a mobile device or require a printed copy. 

World Book Day Token 



 

 

For any students that are interested in taking up instrument lessons this term - 

please get in touch with Mrs Brooks! We currently offer string, piano, guitar, drum 

and singing lessons but if you are interested in other instrument please let us know 

and we will try and source the provision! 

r.brooks@Rushden-academy.net 
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Drama: 

Year 8 has been exploring physical theatre this week. This is a continuation of the work they 

have done in year 7. They have been looking at how to incorporate comedy into mime and 

how movement can be a good tool at provoking humour. Non-verbal communication will be 

really important this term and the year 8s are being encouraged to consider their movements 

really carefully and how they can be impactful. 

 

Dance: 

Year 7 will continue their exploration of characterisation in their dance lessons this term. Last 

term was a Graffiti artist, However this term the stimulus is ‘secret agents’. All students will 

participate in creative tasks, improvisation, choreography to create duets and perform to their 

peers.  

 

Music: 

Year 9 students this week have been exploring Samba music, we have been learning where 

Samba music comes from and the key instruments that are performed on. Students have had 

a go at playing a variety of these instruments and learnt different rhythms on each. We have 

had whole class performances of the main groove and have worked with individual students 

to develop intro rhythms as leaders of the class. Students have enjoyed that chance to make 

lots of noise in these lessons!  

  

Performing Arts Career of The Week: Screenwriter 

Screenwriters write and develop screenplays for film or TV drama. 

They do this either based on an original idea, by adapting an 

existing story into a screenplay or by joining an existing project 

(TV). 

Estimated Annual Salary: £33,822 

Performing Arts Update 

mailto:r.brooks@rushden-academy.net
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Bugsy Malone: 

The Bugsy cast were working extremely hard over the half term. They were in for a full day 

completing scenes, running lines, practising dances and much more. The show is really 

starting to come together and the cast are growing more and more excited each week. The 

show is full of comedy, brilliant musical numbers, questionable bad guys and so many bright, 

talented young students who have a passion for the arts. We are finally in the term where the 

show takes place and although this can be quite a nerve wracking experience we, as a 

department, are so proud of and are so excited to show off the students' hard work. 

A reminder that Bugys Malone will debut Tuesday 28th March and run for two evening 

performances. Information on how and where to get tickets will soon be released. 

Performing Arts Update 



 

 9 9 

440 students are still eligible for this year's summer reward trips! A great effort being shown 

by our young people. 5 weeks to go until Easter! Will you be there?   

Summer Rewards Trips 
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Please make sure you let Rushden Academy know if any of your contact details change. You 

can do this via the SIMS Parent App, or by calling main reception on 01933 350391 

Check Your Contact Details Are Correct 



 

 11 11 

https://inourplace.co.uk/
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Is your child looking for a career in the Hair and 

Beauty industry? 

We offer level 2 and 3 qualifications here at 

Rushden Hair and Beauty academy, Hayway, 

NN106AG. 

Feel free to email k.olrod@rushden-academy.net 

or call 01933417858 for more information. 

Hair & Beauty at Rushden Academy 

mailto:k.olrod@rushden-academy.net
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Please be aware we are a training salon, so appointments may be cancelled due to 

absences of  the students. 

Your hair and beauty services will be carried out by a student and will be supervised 

by a member of staff. 

Treatments that are offered will vary, dependant upon the assessment criteria that is 

needed at the time by the students. 

The prices for colouring does not include a cut, but does include a finish. 

For any treatments with colour, a skin test needs to be completed 24-48 hours prior to 

the services. 

Call us to book your appointment or for further enquires 01933 417858 

Hair & Beauty at Rushden Academy 

Hair Price List Level 2 Level 3 

Styling  

Wash & blow-dry/set £5.00 £6.00 

Ladies cut £5.00 £10.00 

Restyle £8.00 £12.00 

Wash, cut & finish £10.00 £13.00 

Restyle and finish £8.00 £15.00 

Gents £5.00 £7.00 

Conditioning treatment (with finish) £10.00 £12.00 

Colouring  

Quasi permanent colour   

Full head - short hair (long hair) £12.00 (£16.00) £16.00 (£20.00) 

Semi permanent:   

Semi permanent - short hair (long hair) £10.00 (£13.00) £11.00 (£14.00) 

Colouring and permanent tinting   

Full head - short hair (long hair) £13.00 (£19.00) £20.00 (£25.00) 

Roots only £10.00 £13.00 

Roots & refresh - short hair (long hair) £13.00 (£20.00) £20.00 (£25.00) 

Highlights/Lowlights   

With cap £12.00 £15.00 

Woven - short hair (long hair) £22.00 (£27.00) £27.00 (£30.00) 

T-section - short hair (long hair) £12.00 (£17.00) £20.00 (£25.00) 

Flashes (per pack) £3.00  

Lightening products bleach   

Full head - short hair £22.00 (£25.00) £25.00 (£28.00) 

Spectrum (specialised tonal highlighting) extra £8.00 

Extras  

Colour mousse - £1.00  

Eraser colour remover & colour correction - (Consultation needed)  

Toner - £5 extra on top of the colour service 

Beauty Price List  

Facial treatments  

Cleanse and make up £8.00 

Facial with cleanse and mask £6.00 

Luxury facial £7.00 

Holistic treatments  

Massages:  

Indian head massage (30mins) £7.00 

Indian head massage (45mins) £8.00 

Hot stone (back only) £8.00 

Hot stone (full body) £12.00 

Full body massage £11.00 

Back, neck & shoulder massage £7.00 

Body treatments  

G5 massage £9.00 

Infrared £5.00 

Manicure & pedicure  

Mini manicure (file/polish) £3.50 

Manicure £5.00 

Luxury manicure  £7.00 

Mini pedicure (file/polish) £3.50 

Pedicure £5.00 

Luxury pedicure £7.00 

Re varnish £3.00 

Nail art extra £3.50 
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Cost of Living Support 

 

Warm Spaces 

 

Food Bank 

School are able to make referrals so that you receive additional support 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION INCLUDING FINANCIAL 

SUPPORT 

https://www.northnorthants.gov.uk/cost-living 

Organisation Opening Times 

Salvation Army Mondays 10am-2pm 

St Mary’s Church, Rushden Tuesdays 10am-2pm 

Wesleyan Church, Rushden High Street Wednesdays 10.30am-1.30pm 

St Mary’s Church, Rushden Thursdays 12 noon-4pm 

Rushden Town Council (Rushden Hall) Fridays 1.30pm-3.30pm 

Rushden Library Monday-Friday 9am-6pm 

Saturdays 9am-5pm 

Hope Methodist Church, Higham Ferrers Tuesdays 1pm-3pm 

St Mary’s Church, Higham Ferrers Thursdays 10am-2pm 

Encompass 

19-21 Church Street 

Rushden 

NN10 9YU 

01933 733001 

Info@encompasscharity.org.uk 

https://www.northnorthants.gov.uk/cost-living
mailto:Info@encompasscharity.org.uk
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Congratulations to the following students for achieving star of the week. 

Stars of the Week 
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Congratulations to the following students for achieving star of the week. 

Stars of the Week 



 

 19 19 

Congratulations to the following students for achieving star of the week. 

Stars of the Week 
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Year 11 Mocks February 2023 
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KS4 Summer Exam Timetable 
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KS5 Summer Exam Timetable 
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KS5 Summer Exam Timetable 
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Go4Schools is the online system that Rushden Academy uses to track student attendance, 

student progress and assign homework tasks.  

Students and parents can access this at home to keep up to date, by checking timetables and 

homework deadlines. Student progress reports will be published through Go4Schools 3 times 

a year.  

Please follow the instructions below to access Go4Schools. 

Student access to Go4Schools 

 Go to the Go4Schools student access page (on the top right of the Go4Schools home 

page) 

 Type in your school email address in the first time user box (your computer login in 

followed by @Rushden-academy.net) 

 This will send you an email link with your password 

 Login with your new password 

 

Parental access to Go4Schools 

 Go to the Go4Schools parent access page 

 Enter your email address (the one Rushden Academy contacts you on) in the first time 

user box 

 This will send you an email link with your password 

 Login with your new password 

If you haven’t received an email in 5 minutes, please double check you have your email typed 

in correctly and ask them to send the password again. If you have any problems accessing 

Go4Schools do not hesitate to contact the academy. 

 

You also have access to the Go4Schools app that can be downloaded from the Apple Store or 

Google Play. 

Mr P Bocking 

Assistant Principal 

How to Access Go4Schools 



 

 

Are You Eligible for Free School Meals? 

If you are in receipt of any of the following, your child may be eligible for free school meals. 

• Income Support 

• Income based Job Seekers Allowance 

• Income related Employment and Support Allowance 

• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• Child Tax Credit, with no element of Working Tax Credit, and a household income below 
£16,190 (as assessed by HM Revenue and Customs) 

• Guarantee Element of State Pension Credit 

• Universal Credit - income dependant 

You can check your eligibility and apply for free school meals through Northampton County 
Council by clicking here. 
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Rushden Academy has a proven track 

record in successfully supporting trainee 

teachers on programmes leading to QTS. 

Many of our staff, past and present, have 

been trained at the school and an even 

larger number have completed main 

placements and second placements here 

before securing teaching jobs elsewhere. 

As a school with a strong and successful 

record for training new teachers to the profession, Rushden Academy works closely with 

School Centered Initial Teacher Training (SCITT) providers to provide fully supported and 

mentored school placements on a variety of routes. 

If you are interested in a new career or are looking for more information about routes into 

teaching, then please contact Gail Brainwood, Director for Learning on 01933 350391 or by 

email: g.brainwood@Rushden-academy.net  

Are you looking for a career change? Are you interested in 
training to teach? 

https://northamptonshire-self.achieveservice.com/service/Apply_for_free_school_meals___NNC
mailto:g.brainwood@rushden-academy.net
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