
 

 

 
Team Rushden - United we stand, divided we fall  

We recently had an external review of our safeguarding 

procedures and the feedback was excellent. It was stated 

that safeguarding at Rushden Academy is extremely good, 

it is well managed and the culture is strong and embedded, 

systems are clear and understood by all, and this has led to 

very high levels of consistency. Team Rushden is strong, 

pupils identify with it as do staff. The way in which the 

Academy has integrated the ETHOS team is excellent and is having real 

impact across the Academy.  

The Ethos Team supports the aspirational, relational and spiritual needs of 

students through our Ethos Programme. The Ethos team is made up of an 

Ethos Leader, Youth Worker and Family Support Worker who work 

alongside the pastoral, safeguarding and inclusion team as well as the 

wider school staff to help develop the whole person, improve student 

wellbeing and student outcomes. We are very fortunate to have such 

bespoke support for our pupils and families. The following is a summary of 

the work carried at Rushden Academy for the 2021-22 academic year: 

 Over 20,000 student engagements this academic year 2021-22 

 Over 350 intervention group course places taken 

 Over 550 1:1 mentoring sessions - Referral wellbeing support for over 

130 students (1 in 5 Rushden Students) 

 Over 1200 Family Support Interventions - Responsible for 24 EHA’s 

this year and has supported a total of 81 families since September. 

It has been a very busy week, we have been hosting primary school sports 

mornings, we have had several trips one to Hunstanton, one to Warwick 

Castle and a residential to Kent. Year 13 performed their showcase on 

Wednesday evening and we have welcomed year 6 into school for 2 days 

to help with transition from primary to secondary school. 

Next week looks like another warm one, please can you help by ensuring 

pupils bring in a water bottle, wear sunscreen and leave their coats and 

blazers at home. We have also published the last day arrangements in this 

newsletter and next week we will publish the return to school 

arrangements for September 2022. 

Hopefully you will enjoy reading this week’s newsletter and thank you so 

much for supporting the school. 

Mrs J Burton 

Principal 
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On Friday 22nd July, the Academy is having an earlier finish to the day with pupils being 

dismissed at 1.00pm. 

There will be an extended morning break for pupils to take their main meal for the day but 

there will be a 'grab and go' service available from the canteen at 1.00pm. 

Should any parent or guardian wish for their child to remain in school until 3.00pm please 

contact school reception at your earliest convenience. Pupils who remain on site will have a 

break from 1.00-1.30pm and will then need to be registered in The Hub where they will be 

supervised from 1.30pm to 3.00pm. 

End of Term Arrangements - Friday 22nd July 2022 
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We have now subscribed to the parent app for Go4Schools. You can download the app from 

the Apple App Store or the Google Play Store, and have access to your child’s timetable, 

progress reports, attendance and behaviour information at the touch of a button.  

For more information about how to create your Go4Schools Parent Account, have a look at 

the guide at the end of the newsletter. 

Please note, we use Google Classrooms to issue and track homework, not Go4Schools.  

Go4Schools Parent App 
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On Wednesday 29th June an invited group of 

students and parents attended an additional 

transition afternoon at our school in preparation for 

the two full days on the 7th and 8th June. 

The students were provided with the opportunity to 

talk through issues and concerns they may have 

had in a bid to build their confidence and provide support in coping with the practical and 

emotional worries they have had been experiencing about starting secondary school. 

The students had a fun afternoon engaging in ice breaker activities and drama games in a bid 

to get to know each other. They had a tour of the school and then participated in completing a 

transition booklet which they took away with them for future reference. 

The parents who attended met with the SENCO and Parent Support Advisor for a question 

and answer session, tea and cake helped also. All left feeling more confident and looking 

forward to the two full transition days.   

 
 
 Additional resources for all parents   
 

 
 

Empowering Learning is a company who have provided a useful free resource to support 

parents. 

They have partnered with Team Teach to bring you My Family Coach. This is a resource for 

parents and carers and provides support for everyday problems that parents face. As part of 

this they run free classes for parents, and they have one that is focussed on "Starting & 

Changing Schools". The site is free to sign up to and 99% of the content is free, 

including the classes.  

If you wish to participate in this free resource you can access the session via this link https://

bit.ly/3Pc9Zzr 

Please do not hesitate to make contact with the school if you require any further assistance in 

supporting your child before they join us in September. 

Paula Smith 

SENCO/ Assistant Principal/ DSL 

Successful Transition Afternoon 

https://bit.ly/3Pc9Zzr
https://bit.ly/3Pc9Zzr
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Last week, the Ethos Team took a group of Year 10 

students up to Manchester to take part in a social 

action residential, alongside students from other Tove 

schools.  

The team spent the week working their socks off, 

undertaking a massive garden clearance and tidy-up of 

some flats owned by the local church, and helping to 

serve at a homeless banquet for members of the 

community, as well as having a fantastic time getting to 

know the other students (and managing to catch a bit 

of a Lewis Capaldi concert!)  

Words cannot fully describe how proud we were of our 

students during the week - they displayed Team 

Rushden values throughout, whether they were 

chopping down brambles, cleaning windows, talking to 

residents, serving food, welcoming guests, making 

friends with other students, playing games or simply 

having a well-earned rest.  

Numerous staff and students from the other schools 

remarked on how friendly our young people were, and 

we felt privileged to spend 

a week with these brilliant 

ambassadors of our 

school. Well done to Jorja, 

Lucy, Mya, Faith, Harry, 

Jamie, Toby, Harley, Rhys, 

Summer and Natalie! 

From Rosie, Mr Noblett 

and Mr Smart 

 

Revolution Manchester 
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This week in humanities, the Year 10’s 

completed their physical fieldwork as a 

compulsory element to their AQA GCSE 

Geography studies.  

We visited the North-Norfolk coastline and 

students investigated the sustainability of 

sea defences at 2 locations within the 

coastal town of Hunstanton. On the day, 

students were required to take photos, 

conduct field-sketches + different types of 

surveys and learnt about coastal processes 

and how these conflict with humans living by 

the coast. 

The Year 10’s behaviour on the day was 

excellent and they enjoyed being able to 

take their learning beyond the classroom 

and outside of their everyday experiences! 

This will be invaluable when they work 

through their Paper 3 assessment and will 

be able to apply their new learning in their 

exams at the end of Year 11!  

Many thanks to all students and staff that 

attended, another very successful Humanities trip to be part of! Next week the Year 12 A-level 

Geographers travel to Dorset for their residential, in preparation for their N.E.A (coursework) 

investigations! 

Mr T Duffell 
Humanities Lead 

Geography Field Trip to Hunstanton - 5th July 2022 
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Sociology 

Year 10 

This week in Sociology students have been 

getting ready to start their crime and deviance 

topics. We have been looking at nature vs 

nurture to determine whether criminals are 

biologically more predisposed to committing 

crimes or whether it is due to their upbringing.  

To kick off the topic students have been 

creating a front page on things that they associate with crime and deviance. Above we have a 

picture of Abbie’s amazing creation.  

Year 13 have just completed their A-Level!! 

They are now enjoying a well deserved summer off before they start their exciting adventures 

either at university or work. They have worked so hard over the last two years dealing with 

lockdown and then being the first year back of exams after the pandemic. We are so 

incredibly proud of them all and wish them all the best for the future! 

Year 12 

Year 12 have just finished their last topic for the year and are now moving into year 13 

content. They have recently completed work experience and I have had two amazing helpers 

supporting sociology and the humanities department.  

Students will be continuing their studies moving into our beliefs in society topic. Currently we 

are studying sects and cults and looking at a range of examples starting with the Manson 

family.  

 

Health and Social Care  

Year 10 health and social care!  

This is the first year with a Level 2 group of Health and 

Social Care Students (year 10/11) and we have 

covered so much! It's great that we have a course that 

now leads straight into our 6th form- a 2 year Extended 

National Diploma in Health and Social Care.  

We have delved into the lives of many celebrities and 

investigated the impact of their life events on their 

overall development. It was interesting to discover the 

impact of fame and fortune on emotional and social development.  

Next we looked at a variety of life events and the role of health and social care professionals 

in supporting recovering from trauma from unexpected illness, accidents, unplanned/ planned 

pregnancy and prison sentences. This opened the students eyes to a variety of careers and 

professions within such a vast industry.  

Continues on the next page... 

Social Science Update 
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Currently we are looking at some real life case studies in preparation for our January 2023 

exam! That might seem a way off but it will come around fast.  

The students are working on identifying lifestyle factors that increase health risks such as diet, 

smoking, alcohol consumption, exercise and sleep.  

Students will continue to develop their knowledge over the next two weeks of health indicators 

and testing protocols. Learning how to use blood pressure monitors, peak flow reader's, 

thermometers and calculating Body mass index which is used as a weight classification tool. 

 

Social Science Update 
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On Thursday 7th July, year 10 historians took a tour 

around Warwick Castle and their Dungeons as part of 

the student’s  Anglo-Saxon and Norman England 

GCSE module. 

We traced the history of Warwick Castle from its 

foundations as an Anglo-Saxon settlement, through to 

its use as a medieval fortress, a Tudor prison, a stately 

home and to its current role as a historic attraction. 

Students considered the role played by the castle 

across a number of periods and key events in English 

history, notably, the Norman Conquest.  

We also witnessed some of the darkest, bloodiest and 

most frightening times in the Castle’s history as live 

actors and special effects brought to life these 

gruesome tales in the castle’s dungeons. 

Our students also witnessed a magnificent bird of prey 

show, set to a dramatic medieval theme tune, this is 

the story of a local falconer Hobby and his quest to find 

the most magnificent birds and bring them back to 

Warwick Castle. 

All pupils were excellently behaved and a real credit to 

the school displaying Team Rushden values 

throughout. 

 

Year 10 Historians Visit Warwick Castle 



 

 

Don’t forget to return all your books before 

the end of the year 

The return date for all of the library books issued 

is Friday 15th July 2022. This ensures our 

library staff can repair or replace any damaged 

books ready for September. Any long term 

overdues need to be returned or replaced by 

this date also. Please ensure your child reads 

and returns their book before this date. For the 

last week of term they will need to bring in a 

book from home. All loans issued next week will 

be dated for the 15th July. 

 

Happy reading! 

Library Update 
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Our learners at Rushden Hair and Beauty academy are looking for clients to achieve their 

practical tasks in hair ups, cuts, colour services, back neck and shoulder massage, facials 

and make-up to fill their own personal columns.  

 
If anyone is interested in any of these services at our reduced prices, please call 01933 

417858 to book in. 

 

Hair & Beauty at Rushden Academy 

Hair Price List Level 2 Level 3 

Styling  

Wash & blow-dry/set £4.00 £5.00 

Ladies cut £4.00 £7.00 

Restyle £7.00 £9.00 

Wash, cut & finish £8.00 £10.00 

Gents £3.00  

Conditioning treatment £3.00 £4.00 

Colouring  

Quasi permanent colour   

Full head - short hair (long hair) £11.00 (£15.00) £15.00 (£19.00) 

Semi permanent:   

Semi permanent - short hair (long hair) £9.00 (£12.00) £10.00 (£13.00) 

Colouring and permanent tinting   

Full head - short hair (long hair) £12.00 (£18.00) £18.00 (£23.00) 

Roots only £9.00 £11.00 

Roots & refresh - short hair (long hair) £12.00 (£18.00) £18.00 (£23.00) 

Highlights/Lowlights   

With cap £10.00 £13.00 

Woven - short hair (long hair) £20.00 (£25.00) £25.00 (£28.00) 

T-section - short hair (long hair) £10.00 (£15.00) £18.00 (£23.00) 

Flashes (per pack) £2.00  

Lightening products bleach   

Full head - short hair £20.00 (£23.00) £23.00 (£26.00) 

Spectrum (specialised tonal highlighting) extra £7  

Extras  

Colour mousse - £1.00  

Eraser colour remover & colour correction - Consultation needed)  

Beauty Price List Level 2 

Facial treatments  

Cleanse and make up £5.00 

Facial with cleanse and mask £4.50 

Luxury facial £5.00 

Eye treatments  

Tinting and waxing  

Lash tint £2.50 

Brow tint £2.50 

Lash extensions £4.00 

Brow wax £3.00 

Brow tidy £2.00 

Lip & chin wax £3.00 

Holistic treatments  

Massages:  

Indian head massage £6.00 

Hot stone (back only) £5.00 

Hot stone (full body) £10.00 

Full body massage £8.00 

Back, neck & shoulder massage £4.50 

Body treatments  

G5 massage £5.00 

Vacuum suction £4.50 

Manicure & pedicure  

Mini manicure £3.50 

Manicure £4.00 

Luxury manicure  £6.00 

Mini pedicure £3.00 

Pedicure £4.50 

Luxury pedicure £4.50 

Re varnish £2.50 
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Why should you get involved? 

 Part of our PE Assessment - HEALTHY ME!  

 Increase your Physical Activity for a healthy lifestyle 

 PE Club Loyalty Cards available and prizes to be won for regular attenders 

 Learn new skills and practice for fixtures against other schools and Sports Day 

 Get outside, enjoy the weather and boost your mental health too! 

 Make new friends and socialise with others  

 Be part of a team!  

 

ROUNDERS FIXTURES 

We have entered the girls rounders league and 

so will have fixtures coming up against other 

schools, like we did for netball.  

 

 

INTERFORMS 
Like the previous dodgeball and benchball tournaments that have taken place at lunchtimes 

there will be further interform competitions this term.  

 

 

If you want any more information or if you have any questions then please just speak to any 

member of the PE faculty.  

Summer Term PE Activities & Extra Curricular Clubs 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday 

Athletics 

Track Events 

Tennis Rounders 

Athletics  

Field Events 

Cricket Softball 

Please note, clubs are for boys and girls of all ages, everyone is welcome! Clubs are free and 

all you need to do is go to the changing rooms after school, get changed and get involved!   
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Drama 

This week Year 13 students did their final practical performance to an audience. Wednesday 

saw our Year 13 showcase along with their final live performance of a devised performance. 

Students showcased work from units such as 'Theatre in Education, Acting Styles and Musical 

Theatre'. After the amazing showcase of work created, students set up for their final 

performance. Their final live performance was inspired by the play 'Lord of The Flies'. Set in a 

dystopian world, with a monster outside and a group of children finding ways to stay safe and 

alive in their playground. The performance looked at survival, trust and fear.  

Year 13 Drama students have put in tremendous effort over the last few months creating this 

piece of performance, it was enjoyed by all watching. Well Done Year 13, you've all been 

amazing! Please look out in our next newsletter for photographs from the night!  

 

Dance 

Year 8 were able to perform the flash mob dances they have been working on with Miss 

Pilgrim. Students showcased work from Cotton Eyed Joe, Grease Lightning and even some 

hit TikTok songs! It was great to see the flash mob in action at sports day last week, students 

were amazing and it created such an enjoyable and collaborative atmosphere.  

 

Music 

KS3 have been doing heir end of term assessments this week, students have been showing 

key teamwork and communication skills working in their bands. Mrs Brooks has been able to 

scout out talent from the students ready for next years KS3 & whole school musical. Well 

Done KS3 Music Students!  

 

Performing Arts Career of the Week: Stage Crew 

They are in charge of moving scenery, special effects 

such as trap doors or helping actors "fly," keeping track of 

props, and even operating lighting and sound systems. 

Most are employed on a per-show contract basis, but 

many midsize and large theatres use the same crew for 

nearly every production.  

Average Salary: £19,212  

Performing Arts Update 

For any students that are interested in taking up instrument lessons this term - please 

get in touch with Mrs Brooks! We currently offer string, piano, guitar, drum and 

singing lessons but if you are interested in other instrument please let us know and 

we will try and source the provision! 

R.brooks@rushden-academy.net 

mailto:R.brooks@rushden-academy.net
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Legally Blonde Preview!  

 

Tickets selling fast - only 18 left for Thursday night! 

 

Performing Arts Update Continued... 
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Legally Blonde Update 

ITS 11 DAYS TILL OPENING NIGHT!!! The musical 

ready and raring to go ahead! ALL students involved 

have been working so hard to put the show together. 

This weeks rehearsal saw our cast & chorus go over 

all musical numbers - especially our night skipping 

number 'Whipped Into Shape'. Our amazing Legally 

Cast are showcasing some of the show to our Year 6 

into Year 7 transition day!  

 

Tickets on Sale NOW from Student Reception! 

Tuesday 19th July  

Wednesday 20th July  

Thursday 21st July  

 

If you are coming to watch Thursdays performance of Legally Blonde, we ask that you 

please wear PINK!!! 

 

Interview with the Legally Blonde Crew  

Why do you want to be a stage manager?  

Kitt: I've always liked Performing Arts but I felt like I had more of a connection with production 

arts, I felt as though this is something I wanted to pursue.  

What is the most challenging part?  

Toby: Working in a tight nit team and working under pressure.  

Will you do crew again?  

James: 100% I've found a passion!  

What's been your favourite part?  

Amy & Daisy: Making the set and painting - especially the washing up after!  

Does crew make you want to have a career in Performing Arts?  

Harry: Yes! Drama is my favourite subject, its fun and challenging.  

 

 

Don’t forget to follow us on Instagram to stay up to date with the latest news and 

achievements!  @RushdenAcademyPerformingArts 

Performing Arts Update Continued... 
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Performing Arts Update Continued... 



 

 

Are You Eligible for Free School Meals? 

If you are in receipt of any of the following, your child may be eligible for free school meals. 

 Income Support 

 Income based Job Seekers Allowance 

 Income related Employment and Support Allowance 

 Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

 Child Tax Credit, with no element of Working Tax Credit, and a household income below 
£16,190 (as assessed by HM Revenue and Customs) 

 Guarantee Element of State Pension Credit 

 Universal Credit - income dependant 

You can check your eligibility and apply for free school meals through Northampton County 
Council by clicking here. 
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Rushden Academy has a proven track 

record in successfully supporting trainee 

teachers on programmes leading to QTS. 

Many of our staff, past and present, have 

been trained at the school and an even 

larger number have completed main 

placements and second placements here 

before securing teaching jobs elsewhere. 

As a school with a strong and successful 

record for training new teachers to the profession, Rushden Academy works closely with 

School Centered Initial Teacher Training (SCITT) providers to provide fully supported and 

mentored school placements on a variety of routes. 

If you are interested in a new career or are looking for more information about routes into 

teaching, then please contact Gail Brainwood, Director for Learning on 01933 350391 or by 

email: g.brainwood@rushden-academy.net  

Are you looking for a career change? Are you interested in 
training to teach? 

https://northamptonshire-self.achieveservice.com/service/Apply_for_free_school_meals___NNC
mailto:g.brainwood@rushden-academy.net
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Congratulations to the following students for achieving star of the week. 

Stars of the Week 
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Congratulations to the following students for achieving star of the week. 

Stars of the Week 
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Go4Schools is the online system that Rushden Academy uses to track student attendance, 

student progress and assign homework tasks.  

Students and parents can access this at home to keep up to date, by checking timetables and 

homework deadlines. Student progress reports will be published through Go4Schools 3 times 

a year.  

Please follow the instructions below to access Go4Schools. 

Student access to Go4Schools 

 Go to the Go4Schools student access page (on the 

top right of the Go4Schools home page) 

 Type in your school email address in the first time 

user box (your computer login in followed by 

@rushden-academy.net) 

 This will send you an email link with your password 

 Login with your new password 

 

Parental access to Go4Schools 

 Go to the Go4Schools parent access page 

 Enter your email address (the one Rushden Academy contacts you on) to the first time 

user box 

 This will send you an email link with your password 

 Login with your new password 

If you haven’t received an email in 5 minutes, please double check you have your email typed 

in correctly and ask them to send the password again. If you have any problems accessing 

Go4Schools do not hesitate to contact the academy. 

Mr P Bocking 

Assistant Principal 

How to Access Go4Schools 
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