
 

 

 
Team Rushden - United we stand, divided we fall  

Dear Parent / Carer 

This week our new parent governor came into school and 

had a walk around visiting different classes throughout the 

school. Adrian was most impressed with the facilities, the 

environment for learning and how calm the school was. 

Pupils were working hard in all the lessons that we visited 

and we saw a variety of learning activities. 

On Thursday we had a variety of events taking place. Year 10 were 

involved in Medical Mavericks, Years 8, 11, 12 & 13 were invited to listen 

to David Hyner who motivated pupils to do their best and provided tips on 

how to be successful and how to revise effectively. 

Last night we were very spoiled by the Performing Arts Team and pupils 

from year 7 to year 13 who put on their Spring Show, it was full of talent 

showcasing a range of singing, dancing and acting skills. The pupils 

worked very hard learning copious lines and dance moves, it was simply 

magnificent! 

Today we have mufti day and proceeds will go to Comic Relief and the 

Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal. We very much appreciate all your 

contributions during this challenging time.  

Next week we have Year 12 Parents Evening so please don’t forget to 

make your online appointments. Remember that you can access online 

everything that pupils are learning from the curriculum area. Thank you to 

all year 9 parents who have already responded to the options process, the 

deadline is today to complete all options returns. 

We hope that you enjoy reading this week’s newsletter. 

Mrs J Burton 

Principal 
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Can we politely remind Parents when dropping off or collecting your child from the school car 

park, please keep the disabled parking bay clear.   

Thank you  

Reminder 

Please ensure the contact details Rushden Academy has for you are correct. You can do this 

via SIMS Parent Online or via the SIMS Parent App. If you have not received an invitation to 

login, please contact main reception. 

Check Your Contact Details are Correct 
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We have received a communication from the police that a member of the public has 

witnessed a white male, described as between 30-40 years of age, shaven head with stubble 

and wearing dark jeans and white shirt, who appears to have followed and possibly 

photographed a student after getting off the bus at the end of the school day in Irchester in the 

Farndish Road area. 

Please remind all students to walk with others whenever possible and if they are concerned to 

ring the police immediately. 

If you have any safeguarding concerns, please do not hesitate to contact the Academy and 
speak with our Designated Safeguarding Team. 
 

Message From Northamptonshire Police 
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To help parents, family and care-givers navigate the overwhelming task of responding to 

children's fears and worries, Ane Lemche, a psychologist and child counsellor at Save the 

Children, has shared five tips on how to speak to children about war:  

5 Tips to Talk to Your Child About War 
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Further resources you may find useful when talking to your child about war can be found 

below. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/13865002 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/60073636 

https://www.savethechildren.org/us/charity-stories/how-to-explain-conflict-ukraine-to-children 

https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2022/02/25/help-for-teachers-and-families-to-talk-to-pupils-

about-russias-invasion-of-ukraine-and-how-to-help-them-avoid-misinformation/ 

 

Creative Education are running a webinar with more support on how to talk to your child about 

war. Use the link below to register if you are interested in attending.  

Title: Talking about War and Conflict with Your Child 

Date: Monday 28th of March at 4 pm UK time. 

How to book: Register here to attend 

https://www.creativeeducation.co.uk/courses/talking-about-war-and-conflict-with-your-child/ 

About: This webinar hopes to help parents/carers and those in education to consider different 

ways to talk to their children about conflict, war and disasters. We will consider: 

• How to ask questions and noticing 

• How to support with fact-checking 

• Providing consistency in a world of uncertainty 

• Supporting emotional well-being 

Tips to Talk to Your Child About War 
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Year 7 have been busy over the past two weeks writing letters of kindness to the refugees 

that have fled to Poland from Ukraine. Many of the students have written lovely letters to 

families and children offering reassurance and some kind words in this worrying time. It made 

me incredibly proud to be their head of year as I read through them before sending them. It is 

great to see so much kindness coming from the year group to those in need.  

Well done year 7!!   

Miss H Taylor 

Head of Year 7 

Year 7 Letters of Kindness 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/13865002
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/60073636
https://www.savethechildren.org/us/charity-stories/how-to-explain-conflict-ukraine-to-children
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2022/02/25/help-for-teachers-and-families-to-talk-to-pupils-about-russias-invasion-of-ukraine-and-how-to-help-them-avoid-misinformation/
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2022/02/25/help-for-teachers-and-families-to-talk-to-pupils-about-russias-invasion-of-ukraine-and-how-to-help-them-avoid-misinformation/
https://email.creativeeducation.co.uk/e3t/Ctc/DN+113/d15xd404/VWSlt248G3CsW8WS-wf6DQDF1W74N_GZ4Gv01mN7RflyV3lLCfV1-WJV7CgNJ0W7BxL-_4t_NWWW2jNk-H1Fljm7W3_rjWT7tX1MQN879cNkC2CZCW69l_lj8HJmzLW51lsXy1MW_8YW2Y5ysY75pTlpW4X08Jv6NrP3LW70qg673_7fmtW7JZ62l4613N0W6GQs2
https://www.creativeeducation.co.uk/courses/talking-about-war-and-conflict-with-your-child/
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As you heard in last week's newsletter our Library Ambassadors ran a Tuck Shop during 

break and lunch on both Wednesday & Thursday - it proved to be very popular! This was only 

made possible by parents & staff donating various sweets, crisps, cans & chocolates. They 

managed to raise the grand sum of £111.50 which is astounding! This will be used to replace 

some of the books that have been lost or damaged since our return in September. Thank you 

to all parents and staff who were very generous in their donations.  

We also had a very generous donation from the Co op along 

Grangeway in Rushden. After letting them know about our plans for 

a Tuck Shop one of their managers was really happy to help and 

gave us a huge bag of goodies. This certainly helped in raising our 

fantastic total. 

We will run the Tuck Shop again later in the year - this will be 

advertised nearer the time. 

Tuck Shop Update 

Please can you remind your child to keep an eye on the date in the front of their library book 

as to when it needs to be returned by. Students can borrow the book for two weeks - if they 

need a few more days to complete it then they just need to pop in to get it renewed. 

 

Happy Reading! 

Overdue Library Books 



 

 8 8 

This week started the first of many interform 

competitions organised and delivered by the 

Sports Council. Every day this week at lunch 

time we have had 50+ students actively taking 

part and representing their form groups. It was 

so lovely to see so many students participate 

and show such enthusiasm for the event. It is fair 

to say they all enjoyed it. Well done to every 

form group in the school and congratulations to 

the all winners.   

A special well done to our sports council leaders. 

Year 7 - Ben, Declan, Elliot, Luke, Wiktoria, Lily, Finley and Victoria 

Year 8 - Lorenzo, Maison, Samuel C, Winnie, Alfie, Callum, Joseph, Sam P, Svetlan and 

Dempsey 

Year 9 - Natalie, Alfie, Jorge, Meera and James 

Year 10 - Zac, Harry, Alistair, Daisy, Melissa and Ella 

 

The results are shown below and the points will roll onto the next competition which is Bench 

Ball on the last week of term.  

Interform Dodgeball 

Year 7  

7RAB 6 

7SWE 6 

7WF 6 

7ABR 5 

7SDA 4 

7GO 0 

Year 8 

8MR 6 

8CW 5 

8NL 4 

8REB 3 

8SR 2 

8CG 2 

Year 9 

9AG 6 

9EJ 5 

9SH 4 

9RMC 3 

9CP 3 

9KNE 3 

Year 10 

10SEV 6 

10GBO 5 

10JN 4 

10AA 3 

10PD 2 

10TC2 2 



 

 

Netball this week 

This week's Netball Fixtures were against Wollaston School. Both Year 7 and Year 8 teams 

put in a good performance and Year 7 in particular was a close match up.  

Year 8 played with a lot of fight and kept going against a strong Wollaston attack.  

Year 7s improved as the game went on and only lost the second half by one goal.  

Players of the match voted for by the Wollaston Teams were Tahlia for Year 7 and Kadence 

for Year 8 so well done to those two in particular for their outstanding performances.  

Next week we have Ferrers at home to finish the season so hoping for a home win!  

PE Fixtures 
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Last Friday our Year 8 and Year 10 dance 

students travelled to London to go to 'Move It': 

MOVE IT is the World's biggest and best dance 

event, celebrating all forms of dance and the 

Performing Arts  

Students were able to immerse themselves into the world of dance and even participate in 

workshops. 

Dance Trip to Move It 
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On Tuesday four of our brightest year 10 maths students represented Rushden Academy at 

the Maths Feast Challenge.  

Melissa, Charlotte, Isobel and Hayden took part in the challenge which included four rounds 

of problem solving tasks that were completed in teams.  

Our Rushden students competed against six other teams from other schools across the 

county. Team Rushden came back with some fantastic results winning the third round outright 

and coming in third place in the first round.  

A huge congratulations and very well done to Melissa, Charlotte, Isobel and Hayden!  

Maths Feast Challenge 
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Drama  

Year 10 Drama students have been carrying on with the exploration for their component one 

of their BTEC Qualification. Students have been exploring the style of naturalism and the 

practitioner 'Stanivlaski' students have been using his methods to rehearse a group 

performance of DNA.  

Dance 

The Performing Arts faculty took year 10 and 8 students to the annual trip to ‘MOVE IT’, the 

UK’s biggest Dance event. The event took place on Friday 11th March at the Royal Victoria, 

Excel, London and students were able to watch some of the best talent in the industry, talk 

with the best schools and colleges in the country and take part in workshops and classes led 

by dance professionals.  

Students were overwhelmed with what they were witnessing. Many participated in dance 

workshops in the styles of Ballet, contemporary, acro and afrobeats. Some students even got 

their hair braided and show makeup.  

Music 

Year 9 engaged well with the song writing project this week with a template that structured an 

approach to getting started to the process. They first came up with a thematic idea and then 

created a song title to reflect that theme. From there, they wrote 4 lines of prose to add 

explanation and thoughts for the theme. Once they had four lines, they transferred each line 

and split it into 4 columns, which had as its last column a rhyming word requirement. An 

optional noun or question word was used in column 2 and students were required to fill in the 

gaps to create a rhythmic line that would scan well as a song.  

We have chosen to use the chords to Wonderwall by Oasis to fit the template where the 

created lyrics have been written. Students have an option to perform this as well as hand in 

their work at the end of the project.  

 

Performing Arts Career of the week: Tour Manager 

Travelling with the artists to the venue, managing the 

transportation of instruments and PA systems to and from venues 

and overseeing the installation onsite. Dealing with any problems 

or issues that arise during the tour and liaising with venue 

management.  

Average Salary: £34,700  

Performing Arts at Update 

For any students that are interested in taking up instrument lessons this term - please 

get in touch with Mrs Ede! We currently offer string, piano, guitar, drum and singing 

lessons but if you are interested in other instrument please let us know and we will try 

and source the provision! 

j.ede@rushden-academy.net  

mailto:j.ede@rushden-academy.net
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Performing Arts Update Continued... 
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Our KS3 Musical is nearly upon us, its just under two 

weeks till opening night and our cast are working extremely 

hard to make sure they put on a perfect performance. With 

all of the musical blocked, its rehearsal, rehearsal, 

rehearsal for everyone involved.  

 

Tickets on sale Now!!! £5 from Student Reception  

 

The Legally Blonde Cast have been well 

and truly whipped into shape this week, 

with Miss Pilgrim getting our latest big 

musical number ready.  

The cast have been swapping their 

scripts for skipping ropes and have been 

bringing 'Brooke's' workout DVD to life!  

There's been a chip on someone's 

shoulder as Elle and Emmett begin to 

block their musical number together.  

The show is well and truly taking place and next Tuesday our cast and chorus will be doing a 

full run of what they have so far.  

Tickets will be on sale SOON!!  

Legally Blonde Update 

KS3 Musical Update 

Important dates this term! 
 

Tues 29th & Wed 30th March - Matilda 
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Our Year 12s have been working on Children’s Theatre, and our Year 7 & 8 have been 

devising. 

Performing Arts – The Week in Pictures 



 

 

Are You Eligible for Free School Meals? 

If you are in receipt of any of the following, your child may be eligible for free school meals. 

• Income Support 

• Income based Job Seekers Allowance 

• Income related Employment and Support Allowance 

• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• Child Tax Credit, with no element of Working Tax Credit, and a household income below 
£16,190 (as assessed by HM Revenue and Customs) 

• Guarantee Element of State Pension Credit 

• Universal Credit - income dependant 

You can check your eligibility and apply for free school meals through Northampton County 
Council by clicking here. 

16 16 

Rushden Academy has a proven track 

record in successfully supporting trainee 

teachers on programmes leading to QTS. 

Many of our staff, past and present, have 

been trained at the school and an even 

larger number have completed main 

placements and second placements here 

before securing teaching jobs elsewhere. 

As a school with a strong and successful 

record for training new teachers to the profession, Rushden Academy works closely with 

School Centered Initial Teacher Training (SCITT) providers to provide fully supported and 

mentored school placements on a variety of routes. 

If you are interested in a new career or are looking for more information about routes into 

teaching, then please contact Gail Brainwood, Director for Learning on 01933 350391 or by 

email: g.brainwood@rushden-academy.net  

Are you looking for a career change? Are you interested in 
training to teach? 

https://northamptonshire-self.achieveservice.com/service/Apply_for_free_school_meals___NNC
mailto:g.brainwood@rushden-academy.net


 

 17 17 

Congratulations to the following students for achieving star of the week. 

Stars of the Week 
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Congratulations to the following students for achieving star of the week. 

Stars of the Week 
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Congratulations to the following students for achieving star of the week. 

Stars of the Week 



 

 

KS4 Provisional Summer Exam Timetable 
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KS5 Provisional Summer Exam Timetable 
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Continues on the next page... 



 

 

KS5 Provisional Summer Exam Timetable Continued... 
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Go4Schools is the online system that Rushden Academy uses to track student attendance, 

student progress and assign homework tasks.  

Students and parents can access this at home to keep up to date, by checking timetables and 

homework deadlines. Student progress reports will be published through Go4Schools 3 times 

a year.  

Please follow the instructions below to access Go4Schools. 

Student access to Go4Schools 

 Go to the Go4Schools student access page (on the 

top right of the Go4Schools home page) 

 Type in your school email address in the first time 

user box (your computer login in followed by 

@rushden-academy.net) 

 This will send you an email link with your password 

 Login with your new password 

Parental access to Go4Schools 

 Go to the Go4Schools parent access page 

 Enter your email address (the one Rushden Academy contacts you on) to the first time 

user box 

 This will send you an email link with your password 

 Login with your new password 

If you haven’t received an email in 5 minutes, please double check you have your email typed 

in correctly and ask them to send the password again. If you have any problems accessing 

Go4Schools do not hesitate to contact the academy. 

Mr P Bocking 

Assistant Principal 

How to Access Go4Schools 
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